





FOA lias provided funds to US Geological Survey for project involving _ 
completion of map compilation, mineral end chemical analyses based on da 








‘materiel accumilated in Saudi Atabia by USGA personnel 1950-54. Glen Brow 
heading group engaged this work. Maps end reports will be transmitted to, yo 
| as they become available for delivery to SAG. . | 
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Change second sentence, numbered ‘para. hs 
( ‘ ‘ 

of DEPTEL 349 to Jidda to read 

"That would appear ‘sents appropriate time 
for interested parties ™ reach agreement 


on Dhofar and perhaps other boundary 
questions." 


{ —— A y 7 


Mr. Jernegan suggests that above be included 
in your telegram. He also felt that -_ 
might wish to insert a para. immediately 
“hafors or athar (4) on page 3, which would 
mention possibility on both Hada and 
Aden frontiers of U. S. companies being 


"used" in similar border disputes. 
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TO; Secretary of\State Se 
No: 294, February \ p 
~~. 

PRIORITY’ [ Bs 
Sia DEPARTMENT 394; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 39, > 
DHAHRAN e 
= O 
Supplementing MYTEL 386, February 10, repeated London Ww) 
37, Dhahran 164. N 
(1) Re third par iph. reference eiiien. Garry Owen, AY) 
after consulting T ran , informs me: | 1 
Only other ARAMCO expedition to a roach border reat oO 
Sands this season was small reccnell Beene, party (four Ol 
Americans, one cook, one guide,“one soldier and four vehicles) 


which on Januar 10° enetrated to latitude 21-32, lor ro 
cl This point is 100 miles sortheast* af Wadi 
Mugshin). A 





During former seasons ARAMCO picts have occasionally 


. gone south of 1935 Ryan Line but never south of southern 


edge Great Sands; and present plans do not contemplate 
activity south of Ryan Line west of latitude 51 or anywhere 
within 50 miles of fad Mugshin. 


is" rather. than "Great Sands"; 
ng, latter Belve postically 

test of dunes, but to use 
Gat distinotion. 





Dhatiran prefers use word "sad 
there—ts_no. eo gee ¢ 
descriptive term for t ese. 
two iid Bei stenent ne 













near Mug in. aeee I should appreciate 










OF peumzey eg 3snK yUewND0g szUz . 





SECRET 
€ 
-2- 394, Webruary 15, ncon, from Jiddae 


— 


informing me approximate coordinates latter site). 


On November 29 in conversation with Owen, deputy 

Foreign Minister Yassin -referred-to—these-communications. 
He said that, if Khor Ei Odaexw operations as by IPC Qatar 
subsidiary, there would be no objection sirce SAG has "under- 
standing with Qatar". As to Dhofar (Cities Service) and 
Hedramaut IFC operation, however, he said these areas 
were. Within Saudi territory end shculd not be entered by 
eny other oil compsry. They were, he added, North of 
1935 Fuad Hamzs line whith, in his opinion, British had 
recognized. He asked if’ ARAMCO was prepared send parties 
these areas. 


ett replied that ARAMOG's expleration program planned 

sone years in advance made ne provision therefor and that, 

in any event, geological parties could not be used to activate 
voundary questions. Yussir:'s comment was typical: ‘since 
-ARAMCO was not prepared to work in- these areas, perhaps 

SAG should give concession to British companies. 


Same day November 2o Yassin filed with British Charge D'affairs 
heve aide memotre protest referred to in London EMBTEL 2824 
December 0) nO Departiaeot. 


Again, early December, .icconversations mentioned DEPTEL 349 
February 41, Yassin gave Rentz to understand SAG would look 
with faver upen ARAMCO ground operations and aerial photo- 
graphy these areas; but, as Qwen and J reread Rentz's memos, 
there was no suggestion of pressure. On contrary, Yassin 
‘limited his remarks to saying SAG had not defined its position 
sinee 1935; th night after thorough investigation modify 

that elatm; but until then its view was ARAMCO had full 

right operate ag fap south as Fusd Hawnza line. 


Only subsequent wentLloned of natter was in letter January. 1 
addressed ARAMCO by Minister Finance which, after acknowledging 
ARAMCO's communication, re Cities Service location and IPC 
Thamud party, stated those areas sre claimed by SAG, other 
companies have na right there, and SAG feels CO should 
adopt. operation program there in its and SAG's best interests. 


ARAMCO offictala here do not consider these various demarches 
as “pressure” and neither they nor any SAG official have 
follewed up Minister Finance's letter January 1. ARAMCO 

in treating latter as aaknowledgement its letters and not | 
demanding reply. 


(3) Lt seems tous, therefore, that ARANCO official who 
gave Department to understand company was “under considerable 
iii extend exploration work south of Mugshin" was 


unaware question 
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‘ SECRET 
“-2- 394, February 15, noon, from Jidda 
unaware question had lain dormant for over one month. 


Consequently, in light racks and circumstances reported. 
a in. reference telegram , “I tend believe Department 
would at this stage be best advised let sleeping dogs lie. 


In any event no time has been lost, for Faisal has not yet 
returned from Cairo meeting Arab Prime Ministers. When. 
he does I fear he will be in vile humor, ees US primarily 


for conference’ failure. 
WADSWORTH 


HEK:MEM/2 


* As received, will be serviced upon request. 
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SENT DEPARTMENT 386; REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 37, 164g 
DEPTEL 349, repeated information London 2 3988, Dhshiran 88. : 
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SECRET 
-2- 386, February 10, 8 a.m., from Jidda 
fortnight ago his readiness do so. adding that 18 guards would 
be available, which number is now accompanying party.. (Comment: 
This seems far cry from picture gathered by British Foreign 
Office of calculated "incursion into northern Dhofar". spearheaded 


by "small exploration party escorted by some 60 Sasdi guards”, 
London EMBTELs 2836 December 21 and 2856 December 29). 


I have gathered in my talks with AR 
not be adverse some arrangement whi 
during period Buraimi arb tration 
and those of British or America 
would avoid by reasonable maz 
That limit, they say, is x¢ 
bys could ‘mean’ that: 1nd 
itude 54 and 55) AR 
sou h of latitude 20, | 
considerably farther 
companies would né¢ 
tially equal dis} 
















G0 officials they would 

'for this season (and 

ir exploration parties 

lies operating from south 

thing limit Great Sands. 

ked from both land and air. 

‘th of Mugshin (say between 

ation parties would not proceed 

vi would of course proceed 
; y.it could mean that other 

ep north of latitude 18, i.e. substan- 

nh of southern limit Great ‘Sands. 


Fore oing. for most part off-cuff comment which cannot be taken as 
committing ARAMCO, but it is, I belteve, sincere effort recognize 
practicalities of. situation, as is company's general poliay which 
premises that, while southern limit great Sands is in no wise 
recognized as territorial boundary, ,ARAMCO can, if it keeps within 
such limit, avoid involvement in international. border dispute, 

as it most.definitely wishes do. (Note: Well phased statement 
this general policy was made by ARAMCO to British charge ' 
d'affaires. Philips January 25, see William Owen's memo January 27s 
copy sent Sam Kopper. Garry Owen and I recommend this memo . 
specially to Department . 






Since receiving reference telegram I have discussed with Garry 
Owen possibility SAG has in mind ‘overt action some where in 
Southern boundary area. Frankly we do not (repeat not) put it 
ane King Saud or his royal councillors to venture: such coup . 
dear to any Bedouin heart) but, unlike British Foreign Office, 

we have no repeat no) evidence any action so planned at this 
time. Yassin's comment to-Rentz re Faud Hamza line is wholly in 
keeping long held SAG thinking, and we do not (repeat not) doubt 
he would le pportunity embroil ARAMCO with British, but 
Owen knows of no (repeat no) specific current pressure désigned 
induce fooxgko* settle rdrtnes* exploration south of qouvhee j* 
limit Great: Sands. * 


Owen will check latter potnt with Davies: in Dhahran and ask 
: ; See . 
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fortnight ago his ne ding that 18 guards 
would be available} —er accompa: 
(Comment: This seems far cry from picture gatheréd by 
ish Foreign Office of calculated "tIncursion into n 
Dhofan" spearheaded by ! ‘small exploration party escorted by 
some ©O Sasdi guards", London EMBTELS 2836 December 21 and 
2896 December 29. ) 
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I have gathered in my talks with ARAMCO officials — would 
not be adverse some arrangement whereby for, this season (and 


during period Buraimi arbitration). their exploration parties 
and those of British or American ct ies operating from 


- south would avoid by reasonable margin appro hing limit Great 


Sands. That limit, they say, is readily remarked from both 
land and air. This could mean that in district north of Mug- 
shin ‘(say between longitude 54. and 55) ARAMCO exploration 
parties would not proceed south of latitude’ 20. Farther west 
they would of course proceed considerably farther south. Sim- 
ilarly it could mean that other companies would not operate 
north of latitude 18, i.e. substantially equal distance south 
of southern limit Great Sands. ’ 


Foregoing for most part off-cuff comment which cannot be taken 
as committing ARAMCO, but it is, I believe, sincere effort 
recognize practicalities of situation, as is company's gen- 
eral policy which premises that, while southern limit Great 
Sands is in no wise recognized as territorial boundary, ARAMCO 
can, if it keeps within such limit, avoid involvement in in 
ternational border dispute, as it most definitely wishes do. 
(Note: Well phased’ statement this general policy was made ty 


' ARAMCO to British Charge d'Affaires philips January 25, see 


William Owen's memo January 27, copy sent Sam Kopper. Garry 
Owen and I recommend this memo Specsaaey to Department. 


Since receiving reference telegram I have’ discussed with Garry 
Owen possibility SAG has in mind overt action somewhere in 
southern boundary area. Frankly we do not put it past King 
Saud or his royal councillors to venture such coup (dear to 

any Bedouin heart) but, unlike British Foreign office, we have 


no evidence @ny action so planned at this time. Yassin's cone 


ment to Rentz re Faud Hamza line is wholly in keeping long 
held SAG thinking, and we do not doubt he would welcome. oppor. 
tunity embroil ARAMCO with British, but Owen knows of no s 
‘cific current pressure designed induce ARAMCO ° send exploration 
parties south of southern limit Great Sa nds. 


Owen will check latter point with Davies in Dhahran and ask. 
oe explanation 

MRM/MRS ; 8 
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SECRET 
-3- 386, February 10, 8 a.m., from Jidda 


explanation of statement made Department by ARAMCO (pares: . 
reference telegram) that company is "under consi ble 8 









tend expl ion work south of shin". I ve 
representa’ ‘tons outlined reference slegram be deferred * 
receipt such clarifications. | 





WADSWORTH 


BJC/8 - 
*As received, will be serviced upon request. 


ITA LIWOIS 


Glen Brown asks that you request SAG to check names on. 


maps transmitted and advise soonest 


changes, if any. Suggest Abdullah Tariki Director General » 
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Info 
RMR 10: Secretary of State y set 
NO: 542, May Dl 6 pm. \ g e 3 a 
3S 8, rs] 
G 8 
 . PRIORITY J 5 
a 5 
MSA SENT cusuiaiteenin 542, REPEATED INFORMATION a 54, Oo 
Py (1) Head of Foreign Office Ridwan read me st evening text of O- 
>» memo deliveréd same day to British Ambassador Beeley which, he - = 
said, replied to British memo May 26 reMaxim incident. He Fa 
emphasized importance SAG memo's final paragraph which made oO A 
following interesting "suggestion": . t Ny é 
Cessation, present atétivities, ‘ be 
| id 


Withdrawal British forces from recently occupied area, 


te 


Immediate opening of negotiations for definitive demarcation all 
disputed boundaries outside areas covered by Buraimi arbitration 
agreement, or, 5 ge . 


Sc 


ae 


Vesting present arbitration commission with authority delimit 

boundaries between Saudi. Arabian kingdom and territories all 

rulers having conflicting claims in territories (from Buraimi ) 
. to Saudi frontier with Yemen. — . 


Ridwan then asked "on behalf Foreign Office acting for SAG" (A) 
that foregoing be brought USG attention immediately “in hope it 
» qvillrsupport or manifest interest in SAG proposal preferably - | 
o -gbefore British Government replies thereto" and (B) that indication | 
+ *®USG reaction to proposal be sent me soonest possible for communi- © 
/ geation to King’ Saud. . 
» ed promised wire his request immediately to Department and, in reply 
3 <(his further query as to my personal view, said I believed Depart- 
‘9 ment would learn with interest and satisfaction.of SAG desire 
3 Nfiegottate or arbitrate settlement longstanding Eastern and 
‘Southern boundary questions. He commented that he too believed 
J Department would welcome demarche in view its interest in regiona 
‘security Near East. 


2. ; 
\- (2) Brief outline Maxim incident (spelling as on latest AF 
t map; British write Maxam) as it earlier came my attention 

‘ L 


— ¥ 







PERMANEMT' y Foreign Minister Yasin told me May 21 he .hae@ spoke 


DCO. TP 


6 his COpy must.be re Ae 0 O nm Central fit 
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-2- 542, May 3], 6 p.m., from Jidda 


Ambassador Beeley (whe-was- fiying Riyadh next day to present 
credentials) Re report jugt received that British force had 
occupied and destroyed Maxim village (latitude 23-28 north, 
longitude 56-20 east) brutally manhandling inhabitants and 
killing 27; these people owed allegiance to King Saud. Yasin 
said he had asked if British Government wished treat re matter 
with SAG or preferred SAG settle it directly with Sultan of 
Muscat by BERS LE ELOG or any other means, even war if necessary. 


Ambassador. Beeley told me on his return that King Saud also put 
same question to him though without adding phrase "even war if 
necessary". To both he had replied he had no information on 
subject, would refer question to Foreign Office and could mean- 
while assure them there was no British force in Oman. 


Heeley, told me May 29 gist of Foreign Office reply (handed; Ridwan 
May 26) was that, following shooting by villagers at governor of 
IBRI oe was” passing Maxim, ; Oman levies sent by Sultan had occupied 
village; that, ’as HMG was: in treaty relations with Sultan, what — 
transpired in Oman was of concern to it; and. that, as area in 
question was clearly within Sultan's berritory, any occupying 
force must expect be met by force. 


(3. Ridwan *last evening said he regretted British memo had used 
words “force would be met by force I commented that Yasin had 
started argument by talking of possibility of war. Ridwan replied 
that opening paragraphs Saudi answer to British memo sep:forth SAG © 
views on this: particular ‘point. These opening paragraphs make 
following points: ‘ 


SAG notes HMG considers itself responsible for een tan lag 
taken by it in disputed areas Oman in name Sultan Muscat. 


Such action violates spirit: of arbitration agreement between HMG 
and SAG to refrain from action which would influence Saudi subjects 
in @isputed areas. HMG seeks interpret agreement as giving it 
_free hafd. | 


SAG has several times reminded HMG SAG will maintain its rights 
in territories outside areas subject to arbitration, where it 
alone has sovereignty and subjects. | ' 


SAG wishes solve problem by peaceful means but British reacticn is 
application of plan of violence. SAG will not meet threat by 
force but has absolute faith right will prevail. 


(4) Despite 
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(5) I have informed Ambassador Beeley of this SAG demarche to 
5 | 
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Classification | 1955 JUN 10 PM. 7 06 ' 
2 ag 
| 2 
SENT TO? 
_RPTD INFO: 
—in ( ra ec = 
4 yz tha / 
EMBTEL 542. ayo ue” va 2 be oe 


FYI. British have asked Department withhold reply te Saudis until 






Foreign Office had opportunity te- study Saudi proposal. End FYI. , Mean 
should you be pressed for answer you may say Department giving matter care 


consideratione 
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SECRET 


TO: Secretary of State 
NO: 435, AUGUST 4, 7 PM 


SENT DEPARTMENT 435, REPEATED INFORMATION JIDDA 1 
DHAHRAN UNNUMBERED 


“REFERENCE DEPARTMENT'S CA852, FOREIGN OFFICE TODAY INFORMED 


EMBASSY THAT BRITISH EMBASSY JIDDA HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED MAKE 
REPLY YO SAUDI NOTE (JIDDA'S 542 MAY 31) WHICH IN EFFECT 
CONST/TUTES REJECTION. BRITISH CHARGE JIDDA INSTRUCTED INF- 


FORM WADSWORTH AS SOON AS REPLY DELIVERED AND BRITISH EMBASSY 


WASH: NGTON: WILL LIKEWISE GIVE FULL DETAILS TO DEPARTMENT. 
FOREIGN OFFICE URGES HOWEVER THAT NOTHING BE SAID BY USG 
TO SAG ON SUBJECT UNTIL BRIFISH NOTE DELIVERED IN JIDDA. 


BRI ISH NOTE STATES RE POINTS ONE AND TWO OF SAUDI NOTE 
(CESSATION PRESENT ACTIVITIES AND WITHDRAWAL BRITISH FORCES 
FROM RECENTLY OCCUPIED ARE) THERE NO BRITISH FORCES IN. 
AREA !N QUESTION, WHICH IN ANY EVENT IN TERRITORY OF SULTAN 
OF MUSCAT, NOT IN BURAIM! ZONE. RE POINTS THREE AND FOUR OF. 


‘SAUDI NOTE (NEGOTIATION OR ARBITRATION OF BOUNDARIES IN 


OTHER DISPUTED AREAS) BRITISH NOTE STATES THAT FROM BURAIMI 
TO UMM AX XAMUL ) APPROXiMATELY 22 DEGREES 40 MINUTES NORTH 
AND 55 DEGREES 15 MINUTES EAST.) THERE NO COMMON FRONTIER 
BETWE=N SAUDI. ARABIA AND SU_TAN'S TERRITORIES. FROM UMM 
AX X#MUL SOUTH BRITISH NOTE GIVES COORDINATES OF A SPECIFIC 
LINE RUNNING FIRST SOUTHEAST AND: THEN SOUTHWEST TO INTER- 
SEGT1ON.-OF RIYADH AND VIOLET LINES AND STATES ALL AREAS EAST 
ANB” SOUTH OF THIS LINE ARE !NDISPUTABLE WITHIN TERRITORIES 
OF “SULTAN OR ADEN PROTECTORATE RESPECTIVELY, THEREFORE NO 
CASE, TO BE SUBMITTED TO NEGOTIATION OR ARBITRATION RE THESE 
A AS. 


FOREYGN ORF ICE GAVE EMBASSY DETAILED JUSTIFICATION. FOR 
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SECRET 
~2- 435, AUGUST 4, 7 PM, FROM LONDON 


WHICH SUPPLEMENTS INFORMATION SENT BRITISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON... 
BASIC BRITISH CONTENTION IS THERE NO DISPUTE, BRITISH KNOW 
EXACTLY WHERE THETtR TERRITORIES AND THOSE OF SULTAN EXTEND 
AND SAUDIS MERELY PUTTING FORWARD AN UNJUSTIFIABLE CLAIM. 
MOREOVER, EVEN IF EXISTENCE OF A DISPUTE WERE TO BE CONCEDED 
HMG WOULD BE RELUCTANT NEGOTIATE IT WITH SAUDIS OR SUBMIT 
MATTER TO ARBITRATION IN VIEW SAUDI /"SKULLDUGGERY" IN CON- 
NECTION WITH CURRENT BURAIMI ARBITRATION. 


EMBASSY OFFICER OUTLINED DEPARTMENT'S POSITION AS STATED 
| N- cA-852 BUT IT EVIDENT FOREIGN OFFICER ADHERES VERT 
STRONGLY TO Wien SUMMARIZED ABOVE. 

BUTTERWORTH 
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SUBJECT: British Sajecti sn of Saudi. Arabian Peapokal or Bout a e 

é Arbitration i = Wee 
io ’ : i sl rv 7 

On a humber of occasiens since the submission of the Embassy's 

despatch 3581 of June 3, 1955, officers of the Embassy, h conijersa- 
tion with members of the Foreign Office, have referred tthe Saudi 
proposal outlined in Jidda's telegram 542 of iéay 3lst and have 
‘inquired regarding the British Government's reply. On each of. these 
occasions, the last of which occurred some ten days ago, the Foreign 
Office has pointed out that it was necessary to consult a numberof | 
different individuals, including the Sultan of Muscat and Oman, the =N 
British Resident in the Persian Gulf, and the Governor of Aden, but (| 
has promised that the .Embassy would be. informed as soon as the ForeigitO) 
Office wassready to discuss the matter. In none of these conversa- 
tions was any indication given as to the line whicn would be taken 
in the British reply although, as reported in paragraph 2 of’ the 
Embassy's despatch 3581, it was clear that the Foreign Office enter- 
tained some doubts regarding the Saudi Arabian proposal. 


A 


Upon receipt of the Department's CA-852, earlier this week, 
inquiry was made of the Saudi Arabian desk officer in the astern 
Department regarding the status of the matter. He stated that the 
Foreign Office had just finished its review of the case and that 
the Head of the Eastern Department, Mr. L.A.C. Fry, wished to dis- 
cuss the matter personally with the undersigned officer. MTifis was 
done in a conversation which took place on August 4th, as TepOrEse 

-inethe auneay s telegram 435 of that date. ; 


nr 


Mr. Fry showed the reporting officer the text of instructions, 
dated July 30th, to the British Chargé d'Affaires at Jidda which 
transmitted a note to be delivered to the Saudi Arabian. Foreign 
Office in reply to its note of May 30th. -As soon-:jas the note was 
delivered the Chargé was to inform his American colleague and to 
go over the matter with him thoroughly. Mr. Fry also showed the 
reporting officer the text of instructions which went forward at ther ae 
same ‘time to the British Embassy in Washington ingthicting it to es 
, inform the Department of the British reply and to explain in detail & 
“the reasons which lay behind the unwillingness of Her Majestyts 
Government to agree to the Saudi proposal for negotiation or =" SES a 
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ae of the boundaries in question. 


Mir. Fry stressed that the Foreign Office did not know yet whether 
the british note had actually been delivered, and he svecifically asked 
that nothine be said on the subject by the United States Government 
to the Saudi Government until it was known that the latter had received 
the British reply. 


Q 


_ The british ote begins by stating that the views expressed there- 
in have the full concurrence of the Sultan’ of Muscat and Oman, who has 
requested Her Majesty's Government to act for him in the matter. The 
note then states, with reference to the first two points made in the 
Saudi note (cessation of present activities and withdrawal of British 
forces from the recently occupied area) that there are no British 
forces in the area in question, which in any event is in the terri- 
tory of the Sultan, i.e., not in the so-called Buraimi Zone. 


Mr. Fry explained to the reporting officer that the Saudi note 
had reference to the recent incident at Mazim (the British version 
of. which was reported in the Embassy's despatch 3581, and which is 
also referred to in Jidda's telegram 542). As the Department will 
recall, the British position is that Mazim is within the Sultan's 
territory and that the forces involved in the incident were those of 
the Sultan's, not British forces. Mr.. Fry continued that the Saudis 
appeared to be under the erroneous impression that Mazim is located 
within the zone covered by the Buraimi Arbitration Agreement.” He 
added that not only does the British Government reject this conten-. 
tion, but moreover there are no British troops either in Oman or fn 
any part of the area subject to arbitration. (The British, of course, 
are permitted under the Buraimi Arbitration Agreement to station 15 
police at Buraimi, as are the Saudis, but the Foreign Office does 
not regard these as troops.) : 


In summary, the British reply regarding the first and second ' 
points raised in the Saudi note is based on the contention that the 
activities of which the Saudis complain took place in territory which 
is clearly a part of the ydomain of the Sultan of Muscat, not in any 
disputed area, and that fers is no question of a “withdrawal of 
British forces from the Yecently occupied area" since no British 
forces have occupied the area. ps? 


With reference to the third and fourth points of the Saudi note 
(negotiation or arbitration of disputed boundaries in areas outside 
those covered by ‘the Buraimi Agreement, i.e., between Saudi Arabia 
on the one hand and liuscat and Oman or the Aden Proteatorate on the 
other) the British reply is divided into two parts: the first refers 
to the area lying between Buraimi and Umm ag Zamul, and the second 

to the area south and west of the latter point along the edge of the 
[Great Sands. According to a map displayed by Mr. Fry, Umm az Zamul 


SECRET 


i ells PEAY eaten Te ne ee eee T OE eR RT rue Noe ey OLS eli 


Page. ‘of | -— Page of 
a ig Oo 
Desp. No.__330_ [ SHCRDT | Encl. No.____-__ 
_London _ : 
From. SSS (Classification) Desp. No. 
Lo ee ane ee eee 








s located approximately 22 dégrees 40 minutes north 55 degrees 15 
ninutes east and is on the so-called Fuad Hamza line (i.ee., the line 
claimed by Ibn Saud in 1935) at its approximate intersection with 

the line claimed by Abu Dhabi in 1952 and somewhat east of the point 
where the Riyadh line (i.e., the line offered Ibn Saud by the British 


in 1935) turns directly south. 


The British reply takes the position that there is no common 
frontier between Saudi Arabia and the Sultan's territories in the area 
from Buraimi to Umm az Zamul. The area to the west of an-imaginary > 
line running from Buraimi to Umm az Zamul is, of ¢ourse, the same as 
that covered in the present Buraimi Arbitration and according to 
Mr, Fry Her Majesty's Government must continue to regard this area: 
as part of Abu Uhabi unless and until the Buraimi Arbitration ‘Tribunal 
should decide otherwise. Pending the award of the Tribunal, the British 
are not prepared to discuss this matter with the Saudi Arabian Govern- 
mente 


With respect to the boundary beyond Umn az Zamul, Mr. Fry explained 
to the reporting officer that the 1935 Riyadh line was intended to 
run along the limit. of -the Great Sands all the’way around to the 
junction of that line with the so-called Violet line:of the Anglo- 
Turkish Convention of March 9, 1914. Recently it has been established 
that the Riyadh line did not actually follow the edge of the Great 
Sands everywhere along its course and that the edge of the Great 
Sands (which, as the Department has been previously informed, the 
British are inclined to regard as. the most suitable frontier although 
Her Majesty's Government has never so stated-to.the Saudi Arabian-=-~*~ ~ 
Government )actually runs somewhat to the eastward of the hiyadh 
line between about 22 degrees 40 minutes north and 20 degrees north. 
Therefore, the British have decided to modify the Riyadh line, i.e., 
the line which they dre prepared to offer to Saudi Arabia, by extend- 
ing it as follows: from Umm az Zamul following a straight line in a 
southeasterly direction to the intersection of the 22nd parallel of 
north latitude with 55 degrees 40 minutes east latitude, thence in a 
straight.line in a southwesterly direction-to the intersection of the 
Riyadh line and the-20th parallel of north latitude at 55 degrees 20 
minutes east, thence along the Riyadh line to its intersection with 
the Violet line, and thence along the Violet line to the border of 
the Yemen. The coordinates of this line from Umm az Zamul on are 
given in the British note to Saudi Arabia, and the British Embassy 
in Washington has been authorized to give them in confidence to 
the Department. The british reply to the Saudi note states that 
all areas east and south of this line are indisputably in the terri- 
tories of the Sultan of Muscat and Oman or the Aden Protectorate, as 
the case may be. Therefore, there is in the British view no case to 
be submitted to either negotiation or arbitration in regard to these 
arease 


| In commenting upon the British position, Mr. Fry pointed out 
at the Saudis were prepared in 1935 to agree to the Riyadh line 
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L. delimiting the boundaries to the east and south, and that the eel 
negotiations fell through only becuse the Saudis were unwilling to 
accept the exclusion of the base of the Qatar Peninsula from the 

area offered them. Mr. Fry continued that the British have never 
accepted the line claimed by Ibn Saud in 1935 and cannot do so as it 
covers areas where the Saudis are neither in occupation nor in 
control. He remarked that it was only following the commencement 

of oil operations in tnis general region after the war that the 
Saudis started.putting forward these claims. He added that the 
British Government and the Sultan of Muscat know exactly where 

their territories rune There are troops of the Sultan or of the 
Aden levies stationed at a number of points just inside the line 

now being offered the Saudis. On the’contrary, he said, the Saudis 
have not established any military posts along their side of the line 
and, in fact, the British do not think@the Saudi Arabian Government 
knows where its boundaries run. In su ry, the British are unwilling 
to accept the Saudis' contention that these areas are disputed areas. 
The British are not willing to agree that the areas are in dispute 
simply because Saudi Arabia has extended a claim (which the Foreign 
Office regards as completely unjustifiable) to them. Therefore, 

Mr. Fry declared, there is nothing to negotiate or arbitrate in this 
part of the Arabian Peninsula. 


The. British mba ssy in Washington has been instructed, in mak ing 
the foregoing points to the Department, to add that even if the 
existence of a dispute regarding tnese boundaries were conceded, 


Her Majesty's Government. would be reluctant to negotiate-such a 


“dispute with the Saudi Arabian Government or to submit such a dispute 
to arbitration in view of the unhappy experience which it has been 
having over the Buraimi Arbitration. The British Embassy will invite 
the Department's attention to instances of what the Foreign Office 
described as "skullduggery™ on the part of the Saudis, i.e., the 
payment of bribes on.a large scale to the inhabitants of the Buraimi 
area during the past year. The Foreign Office considers that such 
activities have been so widespread as _ to threaten seriously to 
prejudice the arbitration in favor of Saudi Arabia. 


The reporting officer undertook. to convey the foregoing views 
of the Foreign Office to the Department. He pointed out to Mr. Fry 
that the Department's reaction might well be eae.of disappointment, 
in view of the fact that the Department had been hopeful that the 
British would be able to agree to the Saudi proposal for arbitration 
or negotiation of the boundaries in question. The reporting officer 
then outlined the Department's position on the proposal as set forth 
in the Department's CA-852. Mr. Fry commented that the Foreign Office 
had already learned through the British Embassy in Washington that 
the Department was hopeful that the British might agree to the Saudi 
proposal. He thought that it might have been preferable if the 
Department had awaited the eBboration of the british position in the 
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Lae as was now being inade available, before deciding its own 
position, and he hoped that once the Department nad had an o»por- 
tunity to study the British explanations it would agree that 

Her Majesty's Covernment was pursuing the right course. The 
reporting officer aid not press the matter further, in view of the 
fact that the Foreign Oifice clearly adheres very strongly to its 


views, which, wir. Fry stated, nave been cleared 2t the hishest level 
in the British Government. : 


For the oF dtAffaires, aei.: 


ivan Ne Wilson 
First Secretary of Eubasey 
ce: Jidda 
Dhahran 
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SUBJECT: POLITICALAGENT VISITS DISPUTED PERSIAN GULF ISLANDS 





On the weekend of September 15-16 the Political" Agent and a number of Kuwaiti 
officials visited the disputed islends of Kubr, Qaru and Umm al-Maradim which lie 
off the coast south of Mina al-Ahmadi. The reporting officer was invited to 
accompany the Political Agent ‘but was unable to do so. On his return the Political 
Agent reported that he had’ found no evidence of recent: occupation of any of the’ 
islands and no markers of any description other ‘than aids’ te navigation. 


oy pemmiey 97 ° 


COMMENT: at a time of increased .Saudi activity in the Neutral eone 
(Condes No. 34 of Sept..19), the Political Agent's visit reflects both (a). con- 
siderable British sensitivity afty concurrent Saudi attempt to extend 
control to the islands, and (b) desire to demonstrate the continuing Kuwaiti ‘interept, 
in them. In thie connection it will. be recalled t, while the status of the thre) 
islands has never been agreed upon, Her Majesty's Government have since December 29,1 
1953, officially supported the Kuwaiti claim to both ‘Qaru and Umm al-Maradim (Appenddx 
V, Condes 16, February 6, 1955). 
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SUBJECT: SOVEREIGNTY OF CERTAIN: DISPUTED ISLANDS IN PERSIAN CULF appRt 
SETTLEMENT 
2 ie 
7 19) BS 
_ The Political Agent, ie, Gawain Bell, has informed the ConBulate ae 
he expects agreement will shortly be finalized between Saudi Arabia afl the: 
British Government (acting for Kuwait) concerning certain disputed islands 
in the Persian Gulf. The islands are Farsi, Arabi, Harkus, Kurayn, Jinah, . 
Jarayd and Makta; all except the last located off the eastern coast of Saudi’ 


Arabia between latitude 27 and 28. Makta lies somewhat to the north, « 
immediately seaward of Ras al-Mish'ab.* 


Ox peurmnis: sc 4 
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According to:the P. A. the Foreign Office proposed in 1951 to a Saudi 
delegation then in London (presumably during the visit of Prince FAYSAL in 
August of that year) that H.M.G. recognize, on behalf of Kuwait, Saudi sover- 
eignty to all.of the above islands except Farsi, Over which Kuwait's claim 
would be acknowledged by the Saudis. For almost four years there was no 
response to this proposal, but during the recent visit of the Political 
Resident. to Riyadh, the question of the islands was raised with him by Shaykh 
Yusuf YASSIN, Saudi Deputy Foreign Minister. Shaykh Yusuf indicated that the 
British proposal might be acceptable but that a final settlement should also 
include other "disputed" islands in the Gulf, namely Qaru and Umm al-Maradim 
(Condes 33). When the Political Resident refused to entertain this suggestion, 
Shaykh Yusuf then stated that the British proposal was acceptable. 


SSv-Ol/2ecO 


The Saudi willingness to go along with the British proposal for dividing 
the islands was communicated to’the Ruler of Kuwait last week by the Political 
Agent. The Ruler made no objection to the suggested division. As he apparently 
does on most matters of foreign policy, however, he remarked that Kuwait's 
foreign affairs were the concern of the British, not himself, and that they 
could not expect him to help them out.if some of their decisions created dif- 
ficulties. The Agency is now drafting a formal note to the Saudi Government 
embodying the 1951 proposal. When this is formally acknowledged, this long- 
standing dispute over these seven islands in the Persian Gulf will have ended. 


the British proposal of 1951 are not known here. Despite the 
fact that only one island of the disputed seven falls to Kuwait, the British’ 


| are clearly..evse 
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are clearly pleased. The Political Agent indicated that it was expected 
that Saudi recognition of Kuwaiti sovereignty to Fersi would buttress the 
Kuwaiti claim vis-a-vis Iran, which also claims the island. - In this way, 
by abandoning pretensions to islands closer to the Saudi-mainland (and 
hence correspondingly less enforceable than the claim to Farsi), H.M.G. 
have more firmly established. their position, on behalf of Kuwait, to what 
is.probably the most strategically located small island in the Gulf. 


William D,- Brewer 
American Consul 
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* Makta is also the only one specifically mentioned as appertaining to 
Kuwait in the Anglo-Turkish Convention of 1913 (mratified). 
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SUBJECT: KUAI? POST TOR et: LE CONTROL oF. ADJACENT TERRITORIAL we E 5 
SHAPED AREAS. as ae ae ee Es Aang 
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z Recent auinies in the Devartment and in for vepastiny ‘the possAbility . 
of obtaining off-shore oil concessions in the northern reaches of the Persian 
Gulf raise agein the question of. the extent of territorial waters and adjacent 
sea-bed areas claimed by Kuwait. As the Department may recall, the Shaykhdom 
has never issued a proclamation regarding the extent of its territorial waters. 
It is generally assumed, however, that the British=favored three-mile limits ~ 
applies here. A vroclamation regarding the sea-bed appertaining to Kuwait aS 
was issued by the then Ruler on June 6, 1949, but copies do not appear to aes: 
available in Kuwait, either at the hgehoy or the Secretariat. ‘The Consulate 
understands that this proclamation laid claim to an undefined area whose 
' limits would be set by agreement with Kuwait's neighbors. Wo such agreements 
have ever been reached and no discussions looking towards agreement are now 
. in course. 
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“Neither the territorial waters nor. the adjacent. sea-bed of..the Kuwait- 
Saudi Arabia Neutral Zone have ever ‘been even approximately defined. The 
Dritish Admiralty has, according to the Political Agent, suggested that — 
Kuwait might lay claim to a large area of the sea-bed off the Zone. A rough 
sketch of this area which the Consulate has seen indicates that the area 
might extend beyond the middle of the Gulf with its lateral boundaries sloping 
slightly inward. The Political Agent states that the Ruler has so far refused 
to issue a proclamation concerning Kuwait's rights to the Neutral Zone sea—bed, 
pointing out that he does not wish to appear to weaken his claim, on behalf 
of Kuvait, to islands that lie within the proposed Neutral Zone seabed. 
(Condes 33 
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ACTION REQUESTED: If the Department is in possession of the then Ruler's 
1949 sea-bed proclamation, it will be appreciated-if 
a copy can be forwarded to the Consulate for its information and.use in _ 
answering inquiries regarding the extent and, current status of off-shore ‘~ : 


rights appertaining to ‘Kuwait. 7 a om jf sy aval 
. + P > : = . % : ys 
Mn /htaiar— eae 
William D. Brewer? 4, >a 


‘American Consul ‘"*'"! 
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suBJECT: RULER DECIDES = FOR OIL CONCESSION UNDEFINED SEABED arzas dir © 
KUWAIT AND NEUTRAL ZONE. aa C0) PPM ye 3 denny 2- 
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On December®5, the acting head o Government Secretariat, ee LUIFI, 

informed the Consulate that the Ruler had that morning decided to make a public ; 

’ announcement offering for o11 concession the undefined sea-bed area appertaining ° — 
to Kuwait which lies off the Shaykhdom and the Neutral Zone seaward from the » & 

six-mile belt of coastal waters. The Ruler is informing his London represen- 3: 

tative, H.T. Kemp, to this effect, and the announcement is expected to be issued et 

by Kemp's office within ten days. Until that time, only the Political Agent, > | 
the resident General Managers of KOC and AMINOIL end the Consulate are being N ct 


informed of the Ruler's decision, o) 
.COMMENTs: The area now to be offergsd for concession was described in 

Gondes 52., In addition, it is understood that the Ruler regards the sea-bed ° 
area lying off the Neutral Zone seaward from the six-mile coastal strip as 
appertaining to Kuwait rather. than. to..the.Zone,.. Jlis-reasoning reportedly © fv 
is that Kuwait "sacrificed" some territory when the Zone was originally 
created in 1922.and that this action cannot be construed as derogating from “Ss 
Kuwait's rights elsewhere derived from prior"control"of the Zone area, This ™ 
position will no doubt be contested by the 5,udi Government which enjoys an N 
Undivided ‘half-interest in the Neutral Zone itself. oni 


The Ruler's decision is the result ‘of recent expressions of istaregt in O1 
the off-shore area by ‘the Atlantic R fining Company of Philadelphia (Condes 
51)-and- other oil concerns, .At- that ‘time, His Wighness was described as 
reluctant" to grant a concession to such a vaguely defined area, since he 
feared it whuld not be financially attractive to Kuwait (Condes 59). Howe is " 





‘Atlantic Refining again wrote the Secretariat on November 21 to reiterate i 3 
interest in an off-shore concession and its experience in under -water oil re 
exploration and development, Lutfi informed the Consulate on ecember 3 W \ Bb 
that the Ruler might be interested in discussing such a concession if & 
e 
% 
se 









_ Atlantic Refining or other oil companies would also be interested, even 
though the area could not be defined. In response to a query, the reporting 
officer stated that he presumed there would be such interest despite= 
undefined character of the concession area. The Consulate believes 
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Major Sactor in the Ruler's decision to. thpow the area open for concession 
was the argument that, while a concessionary company might be expected to 
bid less for an undefined area, some income from the sea-bed which Kuwait 
claims wowld be better than none. In addition, Nis Highness probably 

— coréluded from the afourt of interest being expressed in new concession 
areas in the Near Last that competitive bidding wowld be brisk, Mis decision 
to solicit bids by a public announcement also appears in part due to a 
desire to give equality of opportunity to all companies who have eat any 
time expressed an interest in the off-shore arsa (Shell is said to have 
done so several years ago) and was no doubt baged on British advice, 


Unless the announcement from Kemp's office specifies otherwise, interested 
American oil companies may approach the Ruler either through the Sritish 
Political Agency in Kuvait of the Foreign Office in Londan, The Consulate 
believes the former avenue of approach to be preferable, since the Forsign 
Office has in the past generally referred such matters to the Agency for 
action: and the decision mist in the final analysis be reached by the Ruler 
in Kuwait. As noted in Condes 51, any company obtaining the off-shore 
concession {or a share therein) must agree to seek permission from the “og 
British authorities prior to drilling in any parts of the concession area 
where such action could give rise to boundary disputes in the Gulf, No 
doubt the Ruler's announcement will accelerate attempts to define these 
seaward boundaries by negotiation with Kuwait's neighbors, but the Consulate 

" expects that such definition will still be a@ complex and time-consuming task. 


that the epartinent will forward the do¢unentation on sea-bed rights 
requestad in Condes 53 and 59°as soon as pogsible. 


Yt Mao 


William D, Brewer 
American Consul 


ACTION REQUESTED: In the light of the foregoing, the Consulate hopes | 


Department please pouch to: LONDON, BAGHDAD, BEIRUT, DAMASCUS, CAIRO, 
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SUBJECT: Oc fshore [voclametion of Kuwai* Issued June 12, 1949 


To: KUWAIT, LONDON 


Reference: Despatch No. 53, October 16, _ 


Enclosed for the information and use of the Consulate is en 
Lyglish translation of the Offshore eC laneee pn issued by the ituler 
of Kuw2it on Jupe 12, 1949. 


This copy was forwarded to the Department by the Embassy at 
Baghdad as an enclosure to Confidential Despatch No. 355 of October 8, 
1949.. A copy of the Proclamation had been obtained in Arabic from 
the American Independent 01]. Company in’ Kuwait by the Consulate et 
Basra. The translation was made by the’ Consulate's.translator who 
at the time said that the Proclamation had. obviously been translated. 
into Arabic from English. .it is not classified. althougin the source 
presumbly should be protected, 






As stated above. 
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The Department’ has been unable to locate e copy of the original GC: 

Dnaglish version of the Proclamation in Washington. The Embassy in > 
London is requested to endeavor to o.tsin copics of the Proclamation e 

in English for forwarding to the Consulate in Kuwait end to the UO 
Departrent. nh 

NY) 

aS 

/ ae, HOOVER, ACTING = 

, "nelosure: N 
! 

—> 

G: 

Ol 

O1 








atys 
re 
d ; i ‘ : 
: Loan { 2 P 
pS i | Ep \ 
~ 7 ~ @ Ne 
Sol wv 
' CONT IDENTI AL a wO . 
(Security Classification) mua & »d 
; ie 
DRAFTED BY: /// cS -\~'t% APPROVED BY: ery Qh 
ITR:FSDsRHS#akens sleb 12 S| 1M R:FSD:2845 Eakens io ny 
CLEARANCES: AANY ¢ eo N U WS 
a 
oN 


ae 


5) 

















DO NOT TYPE-IN THIS SPACE 


VS 022. jpr2 2305" 


AIR POUCH CONFIDENTIAL 


PRIORITY (Security Classification) 


FOREIGN SERVICE: DESPATCH 











FROM: ALEMBASSY LCLDON 1479 
DESP. NO. i> 
TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASIIINGTON. December 23, 1955 
Te ‘ a0 : ¢ A DATE 
Mont. che te 182 = amd 
REF : Department's CA-4635, December 16, 1955 . 
5 fF é Leart We ae 7 aw 






Pmt -r CLl-6 12 TENE ROR ST ai 10 


F OTHER 
° Cg7 OSDH¢ Arav.k rAaVUr. GI Aite-3 


SUBJECT: Offshore Proclsmation of Nuwait Ismed June 12, 1949 


Ottis 
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The Labassy has received from the Foreign Office. a photostatic 
cony of the Offshore Proclamation of Kuwait, which was published 
Yuweit on the 12th June, 1949, in both Arabic and En lish. A copy 
of the En,clish version is enclosed.: In giving this copy to ths 
Emoassy, the Foreicn Office pointed out that although the docunent 
bears no classification it has not been made available to the 
general piblic in the United Kincdom,. 


For the Chans 6 G'Affaires aie: 
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Dayton S. Mak 7 
Second Secretary of Embassy - 
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Whereas it ts desirable to snceourare any effort which will lead 
towards the “reater utilisation of the world's patural resources $3 


And’ whsrees it is possible that there may ve there veluable 
resources lying unier parts of the waters of the Persian “nlf at a 
distance from the coast o° Kuwait andi the wish is yal essed to 
ranlise the utilisation of such submerrel remurce 


And whereas it is Jesirable in the interests of protection, con- 
gervation ani orderly development that such exploitation shall be 
“laced wnier control in the prover MANNED § 


And whereas 1t is rlght and just that the senbed and the sub- 
soil extendins to a reasonable dJistance from the coast should anner- 
“tain to end be controlled by the littorel stete to which it is 
aijacents 


And whereas the right of the state in the exercise of its 
anthority over the natural resources of the seabed and the sybsoil 
adjacent to its coasts has been decided and established in inter- 
national practice by the action of other states; 


Now, therefore, we Ahned al Jabir al Subah, Ruler of Kuwait, 
in mursuanes of all powers enablinz us in that behalf, are’ pleas od 
to publish the following vrocle ama tion t=< 


The Ruler of Kuwait hereby proclaims that the seabed ani the 
subsoil lying beneath, the waters of the.sea in the middle of the 
see of the Persian Culf delimitei as follows become part of the 
nrincipality of Kuwait and are subject to its administration and 
authority. The seabed ani the subsoil referred to above are those 
which adjoin the coastal territorial waters of the. principality of 
Kuwait and. extend in the direction of the sea to limits which will 
be decided upon more rrecisely as the resultince situation may 
demand, andi on equitable vrinciples, by the Ruler of Kuwait after 
consultin?¢ the neishbourins countries, 


» Nothing in this Proclamation shell be deemed to affect the 
sovereicnty of the ishands or the status of the ssabei and the sub- 
soil underlying any part of the territorial waters. 


Nothing in this Proclamation shall »e deemed to affect the ways 
of see navigation of the waters of the Persian Gulf above the seabed 
and outside the limit of the boundaries of the territorial waters or} 

the status of air nevigation above the waters of the Persian Gulf owt- 
side the limit of the boundaries of the territorial waters or she 


| tradi tional fishing rights and pearlin~ ri¢chts in such waters." " 
=-Published in Kuwait og the 12th June, 1949. 
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Aero Services Obtains Aerial unite Contract, in Saudi wonranie 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
THE LEGAL ADVISER 









January: 6, ie 


To: NE = Mr. ‘Newsom 


From: L/NEA - Mr. gh. eo Le 
Subject: The authority of the Sultan of Muscat and oe ye ‘i 
certain Omani tribes in the ifftterior of the Saudi Arabian 


Peninsula and United States recognition of the extent or 
e terri ori s of the Sultan. 


~ 


It is understood that your request for the comments of this 
office on the above subjects relate to Arab Sheikhs who control 
‘agree withagnthe general area between 22° and 24° E Lat itude and 

and 57°7NLongitude in the Southeast of the Saudi Arabian 

> ee Material readily available which is of assistance - in ~ 

ese questions has been found to be very meager. No 
instance “has been’ found in which the question of the recognition 
by the United States of the extent of the Sultan's authority over 
the inland tribes or the extent of-his territories has been such 
that the Department was required to take a position thereon. | 
Nothing approaching conclusive evidence has been found in a search 
of Consular despatches from the Consulate at Muscat in the 19th 
century, from notes which have been made with respect to the 1833 
treaty between the United States and Muscat or in the reports and 
letters of special agent Edmond Roberts who negotiated the treaty. 
For your information we are submitting the following. resume and 
comments on matters which we have so far discovered appearing 
pertinent to these subjects. 

1 Nhe a 





An examination-of the 1833 Paces teal | the United States 
and Museat is not productive of evidence clarifying the authority 
which the Sultan. cat. eeseoe aman ati, Br ee 






ed the "Tmaum of Muscat". Thus the words Imaum and 
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Ou 
Arabia" which turned out to be a suggestion that he as a "neutral O) 


Swede" mediate or, better still in his opinion, be awarded a 
lease for the Buraimi oasis as a means of settling the current 
dispute. In the course of the discussion: Wallenborg: revealed O 
that the USSR was willing to "help" the Saudi-Arabians. AlthouchN 
Wallenborg's proposal is obviously fantastic it is being forwarde 
to the Department and Embassy Jidda as of possible interest. ND 


Mr. Wallenborg,' who heads a construction firm which he said 
had built a series of hospitals in Saudi Arabia, revealed that -ue 
had received a cable fron His Koyal Highness Abdullah al Yreisal, 
Minister of Interior and Police of Saudi Arabia, asking for iis 
advice on how to settle the dispute over Buraimi. ‘his cabie, 
according to Wallenborg, also claimed that the USSR had offered 
to help the Saudi Arabians out in the event of any trouble over. 
this territory. By "help out" Wallenborg understood the Communists. 
meant to send arms and guerrilla leaders who would help the Saudi 
Arabians. Wallenborg, who claimed he was very pro-American, 
emphasized that the Russians only wanted to cause trouble in the 
ididdle bast and to gain control of Saudi arabian oil. In a letter 
in reply to His Royal Highness Abdullah al Feisal, a copy of which. 
was Shown to the reporting officer, Wallkenborg urged him not to 
have anything to do with the Soviet Union as the Vommunists would 
take advantage of Saudi Arabia in ‘the long run. He urged the 
Saudi Arabians to come to an agreement with the Americans and, 
through m, the British; he also indicated that he would be O 
avai} ' any mediation of this dispute if he should be cdlled, 


uo One KEM te | ( 4 : \ 






_Wallenborg then went on to develop his mein objective in 


com@eppto +t assy. He’ explained that Abdullah al Feisal was 
the -*s.. eee eee the Foreign Minibter?of Sahat! Arabia and. 
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were the most vowerful individuels in Saudi Arevia. Without 
being very specific he implied that Abdullah al ieisal «nd the 

son of the ilinister of Finance controlled a contracting concern 

' which the Wallenborg company used as a sub-contracting firm and 
that this was the reason for the success Of iis combany in thet 
country. - Vhroughout his cohversation Vallenborg exnressed con- 
siderable distrust of the British position throughout the iliddle 
Gast. Because of his position of influence with Abdulleh al 
eisal, Wallenborg believed he would be the ideal person to 

Solve the current buraimi dispute and without any false modesty | 
he proposed that the United Stetes Government shculd support him 
in his proposal to lease the entire territory for a veriod of 99 
years. As a “neutral Swede" as he put it, he believed that the 
Saudi Arabians réalized that neither he nor his country were out 
to build an empire and that they would be satisfied. Long years 
in the iliddle East hed taught him that adequate financial arrange- 
ments had to be made with the ruling families and he was prepared 
to satisfy these needs in the course of the ovroposed leasing of 
the territory. Wallenborg understands thoroughly how big a vro- 
ject he proposed but did not seem in any way intimidated by the 
grandeur of his scheme. He claimed to be very well Known tc the 
American Minister in Jidda and indicated that he. would try to have 
his fPepresentatives in Jidda make some of the foregoing informetion 
known to our iimbassy there in the near future. 


A copy of ‘allenborg's proposal is atteched as itnclosure No. 1, 
Official Use Only. It should be noted that it carries a provision 
for further sub-leasing. 


The Embassy has been able to uncover little information about 
Wallenborg other than that he is the manbging director of C. 4A. ; 
Wallenborg and Sons, a limited Swedish company with a share capital 
of 50,000 crowns. He is reported to have good international con- 
nections and has been engaged in the export of pre-fabricated 
houses and paper and has conducted an import firm specializing 
in Lee tires, tractors, pnorcelain and glass. In 1951 he was re-.- 
ported to have earned 73,000 kronor. However, in a legal action 
in 1945 he was found to be without vroperty. Although his credit 
rating now apvears to be sound there is no reliable information 
available to the Embassy on the extent of his financial interests. 
He is known to be something of an operator and is reported to have 
made and lost considerable sums in the past. 


Copy sent to Jidda 
Anclosure as stated 


For the Ambassador: 





| Joseph Sweeney 
First Secretary of umbassy | 
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From_ Stockholm 
ENCLOSURE NO 1 


= 


AB C. 4. WALLENBOLG & SON 


Pit. regarding the Buraimi-problem in Saudi Arabia 


Without any obligation on our part and with reservation for all 
circumstances beyond our control, we think that there probably 
should be possibilities of interesting tne Saudi srabian Govern- 
ment to legse to C, A. Wallenborg & von Ltd., Stockholm-Djeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, the Buraimi-territory or sone vart ot this lend 
for a time of 99 years. 


Such e lease should be arranged in such a way that @. a. Wallen- 
borg and Son have the right, carefully considering the interests 
of the Kingdom and with her ap»nroval, in their turn to lease the 
territory -to another party. 


Such party as the first alternative should be the American side, 
if the Saudi Arabian government so approves, and as the sécond 
alternative a joint American-British group. ‘his second alterna- 
tive seems, however, et least for the time being’, not-to be of y 
any interest to the saudi Arabian side. 


C. A. Wallenborg & Son have no possibility. of their own to. finance 
such an enterprise nor to invest any anount in such venture. It 
is supposed that some saudi Arabian friends of ©, A. Wallenuorg & | 

Son probably should like to participate in an oil seeeinisialacuabiad 
subject they directly or indirectly can do so. 


It is considered to be suitable. and appropriate that a suggestion 
in line with above mentioned proposition should come from American 


side.: 


Ce Ae Wallenborg & Son have no authority whatsoever to speak on 
behalf of the Saudi Arabian government nor of any members belonging 
to the noyal House. ‘’he above given idea is entirely their own and 
perhaps it might involve some interest to the parties concerned. 


It is believed that the acceptance of above mentioned solution 
should partly eliminate the burden and trouble from the Saudi arabian 
government and its Minister for Foreign affairs (His soyal Highness 
Emir eisal), directly. to be involved in unpleasant discussions with 
particularly Great Britain concerning the Buraimi territory. 


Stockholm, January 30th, 1956. | . 
(Signed) Harry Wallenborg 


| OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
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SUBJECT: SWEDI. H TiN USAIALIGT CLAWS SAUDI ARABIA SUPYOR'T 1'0:, PROPOSAL 
MEDIATE BURAIMI DISPUTE ’ 


as Harry WALLENBOkG, weanaging Director of C. A. nee | 
v’ons AB, informed the reporting officer today that he lias jugt 
received a cable informing him that His Koyal Highness Abdul Z@h 
al FEISAL, Minister of Interior end solice of Saudi Arabia hme, 

’ approved Wallenborg's suggestion (for details see above refeférice 
despatch) to mediate the Buraimi oasis dispute. abdullah al 
Feisal has also obtained his fether, Yoreign wWinister .eisal's 
ap~roval and, according to Walienborg, the cable stated tnat iis 
plan would be submitted to the Kin* for ayproval. 





5 ig gal 


For the Ambassador: 


Joseph Sweeney 
first Secretary of Hmbassy 
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Copy sent to Jidda 
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SUBJECT: SWEDISH INDUSTRIALIS?T WANGS AMERICAN GUPPORT IN OB! 


AERIAL SURVEY CONTRACT Pl.0n SAWDI ARABIA GOVERIDAGNT © 


Harry WALLENBORG, “Me i i a oath) 28 | 


» Managing birector of ©. a. Wallenborg and 

‘Son, informed the reporting officer that he wes attempting to obtain 
a contract from the Saudi Arabian Government tc do a survey. of a 
planned railway line from Medina to Damascus. His estimated, cost. 
of this survey is 33.6 million: Swedish crowns. His principl§ ‘ 
competitor, he reports, is a Polish firm and he understands 
with Soviet support, this Polish firm méy perform t.:is survey 
a gift or free survey for the Saudi Arabian Government. -ile} = 
Wallenborg claims to heve powerful friends in the Saudi Aral 
court and he believes there is still a possibility that he may 
obtain this contract. If he does he will require fimancing and 

he wants to know whether the American Government would be Se 
in aiding him jn finencing this. project in order to keep satellit®™ 
contractors With their atcendant Communist agents out of the area... 
He has communicated with the Benk of America in San francisco, L 
California, and proposes to approach the World Bank for advice. . WN 
awarded this contract Waltenborg claims he would try to sub lease@ 
the eerial photographic work to the U.S. Air Vorce in Saudi arebil 















Action requested: ‘he Mmbassy would be interested in knowing 

,, Whether there is any solid basis to Wallenborg's grandiose scheme 
and, if so, whether any:agency of the U.S. Government would be 

ec in eidins him financially. 








For the Ambassador: 
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FROM: Jidda ° 
TO: Secretary of State 
NO: 405, March 10, 10:00 a.m. 


FOR SCHOECHLER GEOLOGICAL SURVEY FROM BROWN 


Advise possibility ui.ilizing new SAG — and completing 
NW He jaz and NE Hejaz 1:500,000 sheets next two fiscal years 
Eee 1:100,000 series photo maps on new: ‘photography of about NW 

0, 000 square miles on Asir, SW He jaz, - ‘Tathlith and southern ~\. 


Control: 6516 
Rec'd: March 105 1956 


‘Tuwaig sheets next fiscal year. Remaining area covered by Oe 
Aer eaRer wie ce Gorp. contract to be completed on 1:100,000 pr] 
Ae Soalevin the following two fiscal years ‘after next. * Although =o 
every. effort would be made: complete. ‘project. in three years; Oo 
possibility must be faced that job. may” involve .as much as oO 
ive vreee* 0) 


Je 


| 


Am thinking of ee ee geaniieais funds complete work . 
from, Ministry Finance under 402. In order to present: above 
described program to Ministry I would appreciate, if you 
agree with feasibility program, budget estimate which would 


inelude (1) NW and NE Hejaz sheets; 


1:2,000,000 geologic map to follow a 


i 


2) second edition of 
ter three years; and. 


(3) Kharfoury and Jackson salaries with backstopping in 
Washington: Assuming ARAMCO material can be paid for from 
backstopping. Would utilize Middle Eastern geologists for 


project in the field at SAG expense. 


total :cost with breakdown as SAG oe now under GEScues a 


Council of Ministers. 


AB-WDR/14 


COAL 


Appreciate urgently 








WADSWORTH 
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FOR GLEN BROWN FROM JACKSON at” ‘ornare. 
que f= 
EXTREMELY DESIRABLE UTILIZE PHOTO INDEXES uk 
e RECENTLY PHOTOGRAPHED AREAS ASIR, TATHLITH AND 
| SOUTH TUWAIQ FOR SHADED PLATE. SMITH REQUIRES. BROWN 
CONCURRENCE BEFORE. RELEASE TO JACKSON, USGS. % 
_CABLE REPLY SOONEST. ADVISE DEGREE, PARTICIPATION. 
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RM/R — reproduce and make 
distribution to following : 


Amembassy, London 
Amembassy, Jidda 
Amconsul, Aden 


David D,, Newson, Ni 
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Memoraiidum of ‘Conversation ; “3 ik 
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DATE: April 3, 1956 


SUBJECT: British Protest to Saudi Arabia Over Gun Bunning, «Hi | 


| i : 
PARTICIPANTS: Willie Morris, British Enbassy a a1 R 16 1956 = 









David D. Newsom, NE ee ne) ME 25 


COPIES TO: nee D ’ net ’ BNACAS, oLi(Sy, tonach : 4 Aden 


BL 


APR 17 1966 


Mr. Morris said he wished to inform the Department that the © 
British Embassy in Jidde had been instructed to protest. to the 
; Saudi Arabian Government by note the gun running activities of 
n R pt Saudi Arabian officials on the border of the Aden Protectorate. 
g The draft note which Mr. Morris showed Mr. Newsom said that the 








- 
: 


©Ge-+/220° 


gb" vip. British had clear evidence that Saudi Arabian soldiers on 
b 5% January 27 attempted to distribute 300 British rifles and 250 
bo" Belgian rifles with 200,000 rounds of ammmition to tribal leaders 
1¢ in the Aden Protectorate. The note protested this as not being in 
accordance with the more recent expression of a desire for friendly 
relations which King Saud had made to Ambassador Trevelyan in-Cairo. ~_ 






Mr. Newsom remarked that such a protest might not help the: Ss 
larger issues at stake. Mr. Morris said the British Government, 
nevertheless, felt it had to show its displeasure at this obvious 
interference in Protectorate affairs, ~3 
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DC/T 
SENT TO: AmEmbassy, Jidda 5 3/ e 


‘ Q7? 
ee | age? ow | 


F 


Ambassador and Johnsonfuant urgently brief status report: 

1) sy Brown contract, Is it approved by Minfin? 

2) When he plans return and for how long? 

3) What has he accomplished to date? 

4) What will be his major activities after return? 

5) What field staff will be needed and will USGS be asked 
assist in recruiting it? 
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ae } CONF IDEN TAL 
57-51 \ \ NELDENETAI 
Action Control: LOSY44 P 
Rec'd: April 19, i” 
TA FROM: Jidda 10 s.m. = E 
Info ‘yo 
NAM " P 3° o 
RMR 10; Secretary of State A 2 e 
SAK NO; 473, April 19, 1 p.m. OS KW § 
DOL st i} E 
FOR AMBASSADOR WADSWORTH AND JOHNSON USGS =. aad ‘ 
a ln ee 
DEPTEI, 531 April 16. — 
, : iz 
(1) Brown coutract not (repeat not) yet approved, (repeat aceera 5 
Ing*) Director General Kconomtc Affaira, Minta try Finance wigl b By 
{mn posttion shorlly give itubassy Tis comments, L a 
a . a oe 
oO 
(2) brown plane leave within week and remalin in States unti& co 


PleLion report ALS scblivittes lo dite. which he estimates will ta 
nt, lensl, Lhree months. 


i] 
ash 
(5) So fare he has: : (0 
ry Ol 
(A) Inspected and approved (or SAG ol thousand square miles of 0) 
photography ” 
(13) made L’our bi shorty tps obo pequesh Minbolor !Lignee to deter- 
mine location Jidda-. SEentr ‘Peat: locate water wells for Taif; and 
examine mineral prospects Lli‘cenbtral and north Nejd. On all trips 
gathered geographic and geologic data Vor 1:500,000, map serie 


(C). prepared geologic maps for about. “trees-fourths SW Hed jaz 
SHCeL ° 


(D) prepared budge t, Jt photography. 


@ 
=) 
(4). On return brown expects major activities will be santaiine me 
mapping program north of latitude ?4 degr ees N and examine a wether 
r 












prospects in same area. May also do research work in ground w 
supplies. O« 
(5) Ministry currently ¢ onsider ing possibility recruiting 2 
, additional geologists through USCS but no (repeat no) decision 
made. If decision negative Brown will work alone. 
JENKINS 
MS:CAB , 
*As received. Verification upon request oerecid nol 
+ RERRODUCTION FR IS. 
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SENT TO: AmEmbassy JIDDA miriy S43 


Taf: 


ov 
fe 


| 
s 
S/N 


Oriole pss 
EMBTEL 4,73 1) lo 
dete 
Considered imperative here that Brown work out his agreembnt wit. 
Embassy should give him 


§ 

a — 
Ee 

by gah. 


eh 


Ministry of Finance before leaving for States. 
appropriate assistance in finalizing agreement. “i 
~ 
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-_ Rec'd: April 24, Re E 
‘ FROM: Jidda 10:24 a.n¥ 5 
Info : p S 
RMR TO: Secretary of State x - E 
‘ \ 3 
saz (NOt 483, April 24, 1 p.m. ‘ ee e : 
DCL \/ hes 
EMBTEL 473, April 19. w 
? O° 
Ministry Finance prepared approve Brown contract with-Fol lowing 4 
amendments: re a = 
(1) Wants per “diem item for travel in Saudi Arabia deleted & 3 
from Brown budget. Ministry prefers pay necessary expenses ee 
directly and suggests text be altered as follows: > - 
(A). Paragraph sdiately after budget to read: "The estimate@l - 
amount -does not ine Lude any allowance for travel in Saudi Arabi 
nor for living quarters, et cetera". * 
(B) Add immediately after next to last sentence in next para- 
grafh: "It is fur ther understood that the Government of Saudi 
‘Arabia will furnish’ thé tiééessary facilities and supplies for 
his official travel in Saudi Arabia rather than advance funds 
for per diem" 
Embassy now estimates Brown budget to be: © 
Salary $11,180 Eh 
Allowances $4,745 g 
International travel $3,000 ry 
Transport of things $4,000 er 
Administrative and technical support $11,004 F 
Total $33,929 
‘If usGs accepts figure, agte* penultimate paragraph, Brown's con- 
tract ‘should be amended accordingly. ’ 
(2) Re custom free privileges, Ministry has agreed give Brown - 
letter stating Ministry prepared pay without obligation on gl 3 
Brown customs duty on household and personal effects which he © 
. imports THIS 


a 
RECORD COPY e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notatidn: ion takene 


CONFIDENTIAL 
-2- 483, April 24, 1 p.m., from Jidda 
. imports during period of contract. 
(3) Ministry now desires Brown work in Directorate General 
Petroleum and Mineral Affairs instead of Economic Affairs. 
Paragraph two of contract should be amended accordingly, in- 
- cluding deletion "as requested" after "Ministry Finance and 
National Economy" 


(4) ° For purposes clarification, Embassy has added foilowing 


footnote after "administrative and technical i al in budget: 


"this does not gece’ preparation of bake* maps 


Comment : Brown ‘Suggests and Enbassy concurs that Saudi amend- 
ments.be accepted unless there is some legal objection thereto. 
Embassy would appreciate Department's and USGS comments soonest 
as key Saudi people are in Jidda at moment. Absence such 
people from Jidda and at times from country delayed submission 
contract at, suggestion Arab consultant and Brown until approx- 
imately two weeks ago. — 

In belief above will be acceptable, Brown plans depart for US 
April 26. 


© JENKINS his 
MGG-WDR /14 . 


* As received. Will be serviced upon request. 
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Apenmmente proposed : draft agresent covering Glen Brown's sdvietilbe 
accepted. 
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IN REPLY REFER TO: 


UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE4ANTERIOR 
GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
WASHINGTON 25, D.c. 
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prandum of Conversation 
DATE: June 13, 1956 


SUBJECT: lattéxs/Cpageriifg Arabian Peninsula and Persian Gulf 





PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Willie Morris, British Embassy 
Mr. David D. Newsom, NE 2o 

re @ 

) : ~ oO 
oe Do 
| | Boy 
ee 2. a 
COPIES TO: NE (jcc), NEA (200), BNA (lec), N, JIPDA, D 8 
~ (o) ‘ieee fF 

i $e JUN 20 195¢. 


Mr. Morris, in an office visit and in two telephone calls, imparted the 
following information: 


0} poudnyey og 3 


a Pilgrimag J 
pat Ambassador Parkes in Jidda has recommended to the Foreign Office that the f® 


British encourage friendly Moslem Governments to send high level representative 
on this year's pilgrimage. The Foreign Office has not determined, as yet, what — ti 


action they may take. XO 
: : © 
BR SE ion 


dal Mr. G. W. R. Smith, presently Director of Customs in Bahrain, will shortly 
146 be appointed Secretary to the Bahrain Government. In this capacity, he will .e) 
assSume.some of the functions of the Adviser, Sir Charles Belgrave. The British©! 
plan also to appoint a financial adviser to the Government in the near C) 

These two moves are intended to lay the groundwork for the retiremont@s sir ; 4 





Charles Perens a vod > oN 
_ me 
The ruler of Qatar has assured the British that during his recen to = 


Qatar Saud promised him that Saudi Arabia had no intention of upsetting t 


current situation and the British position in the Persian Gulf. Saud is reported — 


to have told the ruler that if he had been the ruler of a Persian Gulf Sheikhdom 


he, too, would have made such an agreement with the British. The ruler of Qatar St 


}o 


has also reported to the British that Saud has withdrawn any support from the a> 

Nationalist political movements on Bahrain. a 
an | 
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' the current talks with Iraq, turned down an invitation to attend the evacuation 
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Ambassador Parkes received word’ June 9 that Crow Prince Faisal would receive 
him in Riyadh to discuss the arenda of the UK-Saudi talks. Ambassador Parkes was 
plannins to go to Riyadh June ll. 


_ ARANCO Uquipment 


“ARAMCO has replied to the British in Jidda that the matter of their equipment 
on the Aden Protectorate border should be raised by the’British with the Saudi 
Arabian Government. lir. Newsom explained to lr. Morris that ARAMCO, in doing 
this, was concerned that this remain on a governmental plane. ARAMCO also wishes 
to be certain that if any agreement is reached on this equipment, it will cover 
not only the equipment abandoned at SD-9, but also the trucks which were driven 
south after the seizure of the equipment and that liability for the damage to the 
equipment will be clearly established. 


Jordan 
Major General Ali Abu Nuwar, in making the decision to go to. Baghdad for 


day ceremonies in Cairo. 





NEA:NEsDDNewsoms jm 








DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


Memorandum of Conversation 


CONFIDENTIAL DATE: July 17, 1956 
SUBJECT: Mapping of Saudi Arabia 
e : 
PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Glenn Brown, U.S. Geological Survey = 
% an BY 
Mr. Randolph Roberts, NE/E i 


David D. Newsom, NE 
Nez C. Hallett, NE 


COPIES TO: if iA, midde, AmneS, Londo 






(Note: The following information should not yn DAR 
be discussed with any tiled government or outside of U.S. gov 
circles.) ~: 


Mr. Brown described activities, related to the mapping of Saudi ™ 
Arabia. This mapping is currently “being undertaken jointly by Aramco 
Aero Survey, and the U.S. Army Map Service. Mr. Brown explained ai 
he is working as an advisor to the Saudi Arabian government in the 
project. 


The point has now been reached at which the mapping work already 
done in Western Saudi Arebia should be tied in to some international 
base point. The Army Map Service desires that it be tied in to the 
Mediterranean.net and Aero Survey has a contract to perform the: 

_ necessary work. Aramco is also interested in tying in its work in 
Eastern Saudi Arabia to the Mediterranean net. 


Mr. Brown explained that a problem had arisen, however, in tha 
the three closest triangulation points of the Mediterranean net lies? _) 
in territory whose sovereignty is currently open to question. The on 


border between Jordan and Saudi Arabia has never been clearly > | ea 

ween : marked and Saudi Arabia still claims certain territory in Southern { ba P 
we Jordan. If American personnel working for Aero Survey were to visit) ~ 

ye _ these base points it might place the Americans involved in jeopardy~ - 

ESV eae ty and would almost certainly raise objections on the part of the ao 


. Jordan government. * 
+ ; < Mr. Brown” 
bene, 
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Mr. Brown said that the only slternative would be to tie in 
his work end Western Saudi Arabia with Aramco's triangulation, 
which is tied in on a less precise basis with an Eastern 
triangulation net. 


Mr. Brown said he wished to bring this matter to the 
attention of the Department since American citizens might be 
mes should Saudi Arabia decide to pursue the matter. 


Mr. Newsom expressed his thanks to Mr. Brown and said that 
this was, of course, a matter solely between Saudi Arabia and 
Jordan. Mr. Roberts suggested that Mr. Brown might suggest 
to the Saudis that they raise the matter with Jordan on the , 
basis that they were tying in with an international net. 


Mr. Brown said he did not know exactly what the Saudis 
would wish to do but he would keep the Department informed. 
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Memorandum of Chnréetition 


DATE: September 13, 1956 


@ BSNNM QUeETIOCG Spuy 


Mapping Project kesulting from Aerial Survey in Saudi Arabia 


David D. Newsom, NE P 
David Le Gamon, NE “‘y 


| 6 peanrey © 


NE, NE/E, MBA, FSD, OLI, army, Jidda, Dhahran 
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Mr. Madsen referred to the aerial survey which is being conducted 
in the eastern part of Saudi arabia. by Aero. Survey under-contract to 
Aramco. The results of this survey, he explained, are being published 
by the US Army Mapping Service under an agreement reached with Aramco. 
According to Mr. Madsen King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud concurred privately 
in this arrangement. He explained that. the maps which will result 
from this survey will be largely topographic by nature, as compared to 
’ the geological maps being prepared for the western part of the country 
by Glen Brown of ‘the Coast and Geodetic Survey under contract to the 
Saudi Arabian Government. The Army Mapping Service has prepared about 
35 percent of the maps of the eastern survey, Mr. Madsen stated. 


Mr. Madsen explained that Aramco soon would make a presentation to 
the Saudi Arabian Government of some of the first maps of the eastern 
survey. He then passed on a suggestion he had received through Aramco, 
that the United States Government might wish to take over this project. 
He said that, since Aramco had originally contacted to provide these 
maps, they would still wish to present the first copies of each to the 
Saudi Government. Thereafter, he said, the Ambassador might wish to 
provide the rest of the maps to the Saudi Arabian Government. He 
explained that Aramco had no objection to this and that it would be in 
the interests of the United States Government, from a public. relations 
ere 
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Mre Newsom said ne haa reac the AHALCO telegram on this subject which 
Mr. hadsen had Left with Mr. Fritzlan and he appreciated this exposition of 
the proposal. He said, first, however, he was somewhat concerned over the 
request from hr. Tariki for a large mumber of copies of the photographs which 
had been made in this project. Mr. hadsen said he believed this matter had 
been solved after a further talk with Mr. Tariki who foresaw the difficulties 
of the storage and handling of this james number of photographs. 


Turning to the other proposal, lr. Newsom said he believed the idea 
of the U.S. Govermment's entering the mapping project had perhaps originated 
in informal expioratory talks between Ambassador .adsworth and AnNaAi:.CO 
officials concerning economic projects which might be of interest to Saudi 
Arabia. This was, he said, partly related to the Dhahran Airfield 
negotiations. He believed it best toawait further developments in these 
negotiations before considering in detaii the proposal regarding maps. 


hr. Newsom said he did not know how the Department might finally regard 
this proposal but, speaking informally, he could see some problems. He  . 
wondered, he said, whether the company would wish a project in which it was 
engaged to be sudderily taken over by the United States Government, parti- 
cularly if the Saudis were not generaiiy aware of the link with the Army 
Map Service.’ He said, further, there was still a great deal of work to be 
done in connection with the total mapping project and he understood that it 
was not possible to predict accurately at this time how mch the total 
project would cost. He doubted, he said, that the United States Government 
would want to undertake a project of indeterminate cost. 


ir. liadsen said he woujd advise the field that we considered this 
still in the discussion stage and that further development. of the idea would 
depend on the course of negotiations with Saudi Arabia as weil as on further 
consideration in the Department. 


(In a subsequent conversation with Iu. Duce, lr. Newsom expressed some 
of the above reservations about the project. Mre Duce said he was inclined ~ 
to agree that AlALCO should continue with the project.) 
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Condgs 44, October 4, 1955 Sati? ete ie | 








SERIEES IRAN REASSERTS CLAIM TO ISLAND CLAIMED BY KUWAIT 4 detWor- “- J fDPH </ 


According to the Political Agent, a British frigate recently paid a 
"routine" visit to Farsi, strategically located island lying in the middle 
of the Persian Gulf and.claimed by Kuwait, Iran and Saudi Arabia (Condes CA 
Finding an Iranian warship at anchor and a party ashore, the British frigate 
lingered "in the vicinity" until the Iranian vessel departed. A British 
shore party then landed(on about September 28) and found that the Iranians 
had affixed a new marker claiming the island for Iran. The P.A opined that 
H.M.G. would probably lodge a routine - protest with the Iranian authorities 


over the incident but stated that, as eae as he knew, the marker -had not been 
removed by, the. British party. 
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A British proposal whereby Saudi sovereignty over certain dis- 
puted islands in the Gulf would be recognized in ‘return for Saudi recognition 
of Kuwaiti sovereignty over Farsi (Condes 165, March 13, 1956) was one item 
in the U.K. agenda presented to the Saudis last April. It is understood 
that agreement on a general agenda has not yet been reached, 


As the result 
of the above incident, the P.A. plans to suggest to the Political Resident, 


whom he will visit on Bahrein October 2-3, that an effort be made to separate 
the island item from other outstanding U.K.-Saudi questions in the hope of 
reaching agreement on this minor matter,’ Saudi recognition of Farsi: as 

Kuwaiti territory would obviously strengthen the Shaykdoms's claim.-vis-a-vis ” 
this new assertion of Iranian sovereignty over that island. 
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Action Control: 16390 : \ 
Rec'd: _ October 27, 1956 %..%3' 
NEA . FROM: Jidda | - 11:28 a.m.” “ga 
Info ; v1) gS 
RMR (10: Secretary of State Me F 
35 NO; 207, October 27, 4 p.m. [.. 
G mo mM 
E 
- NIACT . _ 
1, » bicaer : © 
TO SENT DEPARTMENT 207; REPEATED INFORMATION CAIRO 44. ND 
? NIACT DEPCIRTEL 316. » 
Tt have no (repeat no) objection to team presenting problem O 
technicaily to Under Secretary of Defense but I doubt he 1 
would understand or, if he did, -do more than recommend -N 
that "Embessy write note to Foreign Office" which. is ~j 
phrase conventionally used by Saudi administrative officials O1 
in matters this nature. 
Consequently it would seem better for Embassy in first place ” 
to present Foreign Office with note, .which.we..s! st..be...as.. 
short and simply phrased as possible, supplementing it by 
any desired verbal explanation. If Department concurs, 
Embassy would hope receive separate oheetataiai for ae and 
oral explanation. : . 
‘\ suggestion: It might be that Cairo could arrange through ° 
Avab League Secretarlat that this subject be included on 
ngende fior pre-UNGA Political Committee mee rene. if 80, Cy 
Lt would seem proper that team give Secretariat full pre- () ‘om 
sentetion. We understand Arab countries usually vote as .; -S 
block on questions this nature. a on > 
| 
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a 
| Aramco has recently brought to e 
has arisen in connection with the ms & 
United States Army Map Ser ~o 
At that Government's request et © ws 
The problem is that the G mer r née comple 0) ° 
from this program and is now requesting from Aramco ten sere of aerial. ba > 2 
graphs and maps of all areas p phed. amso brought this matter to the « £ 
attention of the Embassy in a letter dated august 15, 1956, a copy of which is © d 
attached. RG & 
lU @¢ 
The Embassy now understands from the retaiunied Memorandim of Conversation ~_ ,° 
that-~the  f. Map Service has completéd,some of the maps and that Aramco will -— 
be. presen alee to the eee Ora ee Bear future. The it 
’ 
O1 





It was also thought the Department sitet find useful the background informa~- 
tion which the Embassy developed from its conversations with Aramco. ea 


Ww 
v 









ion available here as to how this progean arose 


a ; the United a 
» in on On duly mee ils, 
"s note No. 618 of July 7, 1918, 


Aramco as a trusted tate . 8 











stated its. are rence that 
company rather than by the 







In. a letter addressed to Abdullah Suleiman, then 
May 10, 1949, Aramco established the terms 
responsibility for the mapping pr 
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| 1) The work was to be done by Aramco. | | 


2) The U.S. Government would. participate in the cost and the preparation 
of the final maps in the U.S. . 


3) Arameo would provide the groundwork and the facilities necessary in 
Saudi Arabia for the execution of the program. 


4) Copies of the. maps, when completed, would be supplied to the Saudi 
Arabian Government. | 


5) The entry and exit of eqiipment, lies and personnel for this 
program would be free of fees and duties. 


Although not stated in the letter, Aramco agreed at.that time to assume 
responsibility for the program only “in its concession areae 


Aramco's terms were accepted by the Saudi Arabian Government in a letter 
dated July 9, 19,9 and in subsequent oral conversations between Aramco and 
Abdullah Sulaiman. 
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farmine" project, began in 195). 
ees of this area which is to the south of| "Project 61" was. sosnfeted 
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Aramco states in its letter of sneust 15 to the Tilibany that the 
originator of the request is actually the Ministry of Defense; that the 
Ministry of Finance is functioning only as a post-office in the matter. 









In the early part oe the year, Aramco tabs ne Vice President James 
Terry Duce in the Defense artment on the. natter. 
-Mr. Duce reported that the 1 
unfortunate re but a 











Mesigas 

ine to tike to more oritiea irke 1 my ™ 
mphasi mplicated nature of the work. 3 

further tel cot to Mr. ‘er on August 12, informing him of the Government's 

second request for maps and asking hin again to contact the Department of 

Defense. ° 


Aramco raised this hey with the Embassy, cee considers the 


oming at the ee oi tine , it Santis curing the BSeilis with at least 
some photographse 


The above was told the Embassy before the easton of Conver= 
sation was received. If maps are to be made available to the Saudi Gorgias 
by Aramco in the near future as the Memorandum suggests, Aramc f 

appear to be solved for the time being. Nonetheless the Embas appreciate 
the Department's instructions as to the reply it should make to o Aranco's Lett letter 
of a 15; 1956. ' 








joa me Ambassador: 
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Letter from Aramco dated August 15, 1956 
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| Copy of Letter From Aramco Dated August 15, 1956 | 
Jiddah, Saudi Arabia 
15 August 1956 
A. Le Jenkins, Esqe y | 
American Embassy 
Jiddah, Sandi Arabia 
Dear Al: 


, originator of this | ; 


We have just received a letter from the Directorate General of Petroleum 
ming a request they: made over a year ago for ten copies 
of all aerial photog phs and maps for all areas photographed through the | 
Companys The Directorate General of Petroleum & eral Affairs has merely 
handled transmission of this request, the originator being the icin | of 
Defense. 









Perhaps this is the propitious moment to (1) clarify the status of the 
aerial photography projects, and (2) earn some good will among somé of the 
officials of the Ministry of Deferse. 


You will recall that since the Fat of  19h9 the U.S. teiliitiaat, using 
Aramco as a Reich oo4gots nee mapped : s of Saudi Arabia. As for 
procedure, the Ayny Map Service has racts with Aramco, who in turn 
has subcontracted the. actual. ; ee r as 1 photogra: ee Ase Service. In 
accordance with agreements mC vermne 










Map Service policy statement winich “iam not oe of supplying 
also of 1 “every reasonable effort...to satisfy the desire 

Arabian Government...in regard to duplicate prints, index maps, mosaics..." 
Although severalagencies of the U.S, Government (Army Map Ser 
logical Survey and Navy Hydrographic Office) have map project: 
ing the results of the aerial surveys, an inconsequential number of these maps, 
as far as we know, have been con eted and turned over to the Saudi Arabian 
Government. I feel there is a real potential danger that one of these days 
the Saudi Arabian Governm may charge that the U.S, Government is holding 
the results of the aeri gine & for its own purposes but is not sharing the 
results with the Saudi Arabian Government as promised. 





under way utiliz- 









I have mentioned previously that the Ministry of Defense is the actual 
quest. I am ce: that the Ministry of Defense has 

no idea of the magnitude of this: » and is not even sure of what it 
wants. Certainly the Ministry has no. etn, for the storing of 10 copies 
each of 27,587 prints, and no photo interpreter who could use the material 
after it was assembled. Discussion of this reques ican Goverment 









| ment is Noridine to the — Arabian Government without " compensations | 


€ 











nite 
| 6 8G 
To summarize, we feel that the request described above should. be a 
matter of discussion between the American Government and the Saudi Arabian 
ared to contime its technical advice and 


assistance. However, we would like to be relegated to the role of friend 
of both parties and stay in the background. 





Regards, 


/s/ 3. V. KNIGHT 
JVK: AHR 
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supsecT: ARAMCO and the Army Map Service Program in Seudi Arabia ' 





. American Embassy, Jidda as 
TO: ? e & Qe < 














éy% 
Reference is made to Jidda's despatch No. 84,6f November 5, 1956, 


As indicated in the memorandum of conversation referred to in. 
the Embassy's despatch cited above, the matter of the Saudi Arabian 
request for aerial photographs and maps has apparently been settled 
in a further conversation between ARAMCO and Mr. Tariki. Neither 
ARAMCO nor the Saudi Arabian Government has subsequently referred - 
this matter and we presume it is, for the moment, inactive. 


Following Mr. Madsen's conversations with the Department, we 
spoke to the Army.Map Service and they have assured the Department 
that they will make every effort to produce in the near future a 


~“ 

substantial part of the Saudi Arabian-order. On December 1, the e9) 

Department was informed 97 sections of the map have been delivered (QO) 

to ARAMCO by, the Map Service and copies of these have gone forward >> 
by air express to' ARANCO, Dhahran. ° 

; Oo 

You may wish ‘to use the foregoing in making a formal reply to N) 

the ARAMCO letter of August 15. A 

ie, 

‘The Department will keep you informed of Pe ener developments — 

in this matter. _ 
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“Infor 
ee 
Azzam Pasha informed Department. Monday he had been authorised B | 
by King to study. sovereignty Islands Tiran and Sanafir. Azzam said 
King believes Saudi Arabia retained sovereignty but asked Egypt to defer 
them time of Arab-Israeli war. We replied Department, uncertein . Es Lic 2 
' Was aifonce de L,. ‘ wala 
2 sovereignty but has record Saudi Embassy officialfonce declared islands” Tt 
Do * Be 
transferred to Egypt. Azam iniforined Us understands also under terms i Hee 
gry 
UN resolution Israeli withdrawal/ includes islands. He, stated Saudi: bad | 
\.6 | N 
position same-as Egyptian re transit of wivadt of nareni Ybyy Iergers< Lt 
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Embassy Despatches Le Seytesher 18, paler and a Bhs Novenber hs 1956. 





IN Baa Pe EE Ufa sA 


OTHER” ? oa ———_— 


AK 
Mapping Project as Part of Dhahran Airfield Negotiation! sp =P ave? 















SUBJECT: 


I Bil ig Pe nm d s E . 

In Embassy ‘thee 87 of August 18, 1956, I suggested that, as part of our t 
~.._ $25,000,000 "package offer" to the Saudi Government for the use of Dhahran Air- 

y the United States Government might offer to defray the cost of Aero 

Service Corporation's completing the aerial photography of Saudi Arabia. In the 
Department's telegram 177 of September 8, I was authorized to mention the project 
to His Majesty King Saud, as an example of the type of activity in which the 
United States and Saudi Arabia might cooperate. I did this in my audience with 
the King’on September 11, 1956 (Embassy Despatch 66, September 18, 1956. The 
oo are page 3 of enclosure 1 and page 2 of annex 1 to that 
enclosure ) « 


To assist the Department in its consideration of the feasibility of such a 
mapping program, I asked Vice President Robert Smith of Aero Service Corporation 
to prepare a memorandum describing the present status of: mapping in Saudi: Arabia 
and suggesting a project for completing the mappings A copy of this Memorandum, 
together with a map indicating existing mapping programs, are attached as- 
enclosures 1 and 26 


0% petmanzas oT 3 
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In brief, the Memorandum states that approximately 623,000 square miles of 
Saudi Arabia have been covered with aerial photography at a scale of approximately 
4, 1#60;000. (1" = 5000'), with approximately 16,000: square miles remaining to be 
\? photographed. The Memorandum also points out that currently the Army Map Service 
4 eng Bs eo ba in the compilation of Topographic Maps of forty-four percent of Saudi 
7. see Embassy Despatch 8h, November }}, 1956), and that by 1958, as a result 
YX = ‘the Point IV program and the cooperation of the United States Geological — 
Survey and the Saudi Arabian Government, approximately 35 percent of Saudi - 
Arabia will be covered by Mosaic Maps. 


ccO 


~ Mr. Smith suggests the following as the eae best suited hase existing 
\ | programs and the needs of the Saudi Arabian Government: 


a. BP og PROJECT witli [ATED ‘COST 
_ I. Complete the photography of the remaining 163,800 
| ‘square miles of unmapped Saudi territory. $ 1,146,600 


SSll=-71/ 





II. Complete Shoran Trtgogeiation & Grid Controls. 
| tly only circa 390,000 square miles have 
- Shoran Control completed or in prog 50,000 
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III. Complete Mosaic Maps (scale 1-100,000) for all of 
Saudi Arabia. This would involve 509,13 square 
milés of as yet unmapped area. 1,237,600 


TOTAL $ 3,234,200 


. It will be noted that Mr. Smith suggests Mosaic rather than Topographic 
Maps. He considers the former quicker and more economical to prepare and of 
greater utility for the Saudi Arabian Government in its natural resources 
development program. He also points out that a. mosgic mapping program would 
not interfere with the Army Map Service's Topographic program but would assist 
it through the establishment of Shoran controls in some of the areas where 
the Army Map Service is now working. 


I should appretiate the Department's coment on the enclosed memorandum 
and as to whether it would be disposed to pursue Mr. Smith's proposal. He 
estimates that Aero Service Corporation could fully complete the Mosaic 
mapping of this country in three years: (or perhaps-in as short a time as two 
years’ at a somewhat higher cost figure). It is a project the realization of 
which, there can be no doubt, would be highly useful to and appreciated by 


the cia Arabian Government.-_ 
Ar Ase E 
George Wadsworth 
yA 


1) Memorandum prepared by Vice President Robert Smith of the Aero 
Service Corporation. 


Enclosures: / 


2) Five copies of a map showing the opens of existing mapping 
programs in Saudi Arabia. Switaees go ley vee 
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DATE 
AREA PHOTO 


A 1919/50 1/60,000 


B 1950 
Cc 1950 
# D 1950-51 
& 1951-52 


* Carmine  195)=55 
Job. #22177. 1953 


Job #1017 1951 


# ‘SAG 1956 
nyt _ 
nym a 
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| SECRET — 1 eae ig Ke . 
(Classification) Desp. Noa 
Fro 
STATUS OF MAPPING 
IN 
SAUDI ARABIA. 
OWNER SQUARE TYPE MAP OR 
SCALE NEGATIVES MILES TO BE MADE _EST.COMP. REMARKS 
AMS . 1135115 Topographic Status by 
; AMS 

" AMS 39,300 t 7] 
u AMS 17,770 tv " 
" AMS 60,328 i" i" 
i » AMS 2h530 " " 
" AMS 90,600 it rT) 
" US 23,025 Mosaic “s Compe 
" US 17,500 ® Compe 
" SAG ” 2)0,000 " June 

of , 1958 
- - ho 9000 - 
“ ~ 95300 


19,500 





* Indicates Shoran Control completed or in progress’ 


ALL photography flown by Aero Service Corp., Philae, Pao, USA 
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As the above table indicates 622,993 square miles of Sandi Ayabia have | 
been covered with aerial photography at a scale of approximately 1:60,000 
(1"-5000'). It can also be “foted that 163,800 square miles remain to be 
photographed as recorded opposite areas X, Y and Z. Sihce no accurate base is 
available to determine these-areas precisely, they. must be considered approxi-~ 
mate. However, it is estimated that they are within plus or minus five (5) 
percent. 


There are two types.of maps contemplated to be made from this basic photo- 
graphy, that is, Topographic and Mosaic. The latter is sometimes referred to 
as a Photo Map. 


The Topographic Map is a line iaien: map showing contours (equal lines of 
elevation) ranging from fifty (50) feet to 200 feet. In most cases the scale 
will be 1:250,000 (1" = ) mile approx.). This is the usual type of military 
map as produced by the Army Map Service in Washington. It is printed in as 
many as six to ten colors. . . 


“The Mosaic or Photo Map is what its name implies. It consists of an 
assembly of individual photographs into a composite map. It is annotated with 
place names and.where clarification is needed, other features ‘such as roads, 
trails, wadii, etc., are also annotated. ‘The map is usually printed in three 
to four colorse 


This particular type map has been produced for the areas noted in the table. 
It will also be produced for the SAG area, It'is a prereqlisitefor use in 
‘geologic-work-and it makes an excellent base for general map uses * 


ey 
° Tt has great utility for air 7 Dardgaiion and is extremely valuable in desert 
rescue operations, particularly where e landings are required. The scale of 


this type of map produced to date for eat Arabia is 1:50,000 and 1:100,000 
(1" = 166" and 1" = 8333' respectively). 


. desert areas where features are equally as important as geographic 
coordinates, this map is invaluable in the delineation of international boundaries. 








The Army Map Service is engaged on the compilation of Topographic Maps 
. scale 18250,000. of appro y-four ( (i) percent of Saudi Arabia. This 
rtainly needed for that which it is intended. As a result of 
2 ope ration of the US Geological Survey and the 
roximately thirty-five (35) percent of Saudi Arabia 
ies completed by early 1958. This type of map is also 
needed and pecially by the Saudi Arab Government. . 


_ In comparing the two types of maps with respect.to cost and the time it 
takes to produce them, the following can be stated. The Topographic map costs 
three to four times more to produce than the Mosaic map and the time required 

to produce it is closely proportional. 
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. From the foregoing it can be concluded that Topographic and Mosaic maps 
are important mediums for use in this country. However, the Mosaic map has 
the greater utility for the Saudi Arabian Government in its natural resources 
development program. Also the Mosaic map is more economical and can be 
iii iii within a period of three years. 


The foregoing mapping program, as recommended, would not interfere from — 
the orderly compilation of the Topographic mappihg now being carried out by 
the Army'Map Service. In fact, it would greatly assist it, since the Shoran 
Control: obtained for the Mosaic mapping could and would be used in the — 
Topographic mapping. Also, the transliteration of names and the interpretation 
of planimetric features’ would be of great value in the Army Map Service Program. 


; The: following is a breakdown of operations, together with budget figures, 
which is necessary to complete the mapping of Saudi Avabia herein discussed. 
Item I Photography (Shoran Control) 

163,800 square miles approximately $ 1,116,600 
Item II  Shoran Triangulation and Grid Control 850,000 
Item III Mosaic (Scale. 13100,000) 


Quadrangle sheets 1° x 30! 
Printed and annotated in four colors 


509,43 square miles approximately ‘1,237,600 
TOTAL $ 3,234,200 
e 
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CHARGE: USGS 1)-1171025( 7-4s0078) 


SENT TO: hadlbanie JIDDA Ly 


For DC/T use 


0C/T. 






Brown USGS requests you advise Directorate Petroleum Affairs: he ines 6 






and considers satisfactory for payment 200,000 sqs miles of photograpl 


B ems 
smmood FT 


4/so O@LI-21/ee0 


Final figure above 200, 000 sq. miles requires measurement of coast: 


seems inadequate on existing maps. He cabled Ministry direct Nov. 22 and 


Dec. 1) but unable confirm delivery. 
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FROM; Jidda 
Info Fs ¥ z B 
RMR TO: Seoretary of State B, 9 | 
485, February 25 om. 2 
OLI NQ; ae y 3 pe Pp : 
, e 
FOR AMBASSADOR WADSWORTH, NE . | 4 
Knight Informs Embassy ARAMCO hue received in Dhahran 100 copies al 
each of Army Map Services set of 97 maps identical those you > & 
presented Riyadh early Jenuary, und would Like to. pass them on ° 
soonest. Weight is 1,060 pounds. oO: 
Nn 
Unless you have ee to contrary, 1 expect arrange pluce and Ni 
time delivery with Foreign Office, simply covering shipment with Sg 
note referring to your more formal presentation first shipment I 
to HM, and obtain receipt from Foreign Office. | 
AW) 
JENKINS» oI 
BE: DEM/ 10 “N 
aan 
ox As Ss wks 
BAAS Br 
jg ie a - 
De \ m4 4 a 
oe P. 
. fi tL 
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SN 
uh 
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SUBJECT: 


- <—{ 
Transyitting Cony of. Second Sa Hote 9 on pia tus of yulf of py ae Coin 
Joden-I Tal Gir pana 


| Pirio-| hkin-i eee y aon “1 
The second reference despatch pointed out thet on os 17 the Saudi. 
Arabian “oreign Ministry forwarded a note to the Brbassy to wrich was attached 
an official government statement on the status of the Gulf of Aqaba. The 
statenent had been printed in 


a : a 5 
pri 1 Al-Bilad al-Saudiyah of March 17, end forwarded we 
se to the Department as an enclosure to the first reference , 


despatche sn 
- °o 
The Saudi Foreign llinistry has circularized the missions of "friendly . 
Sovernments" in, Jidda with a second and more detailed note on the sane’ subject, 
in both English and Arabic, dated March 31. Copies of this note were ré- ~ 
ceived by the Embassy on April 8. Annexed herewith as Enclosure Mo. 1 is C3 
a copy of theForeign Office's English version of the note, with onecopy of G) 
the Arebic version attached. i Se. 
a . 
imate! 


note of EKarch 31. asserts Saudi Arabian sovereignty over the islands QO 
of Tiren and Sanafir at the mouth of the Wilf of Aqaba, ard characterizes 4 
. tne Gulf as closed to international navi gation, since the waters at the 
entrance, it asserts, constitute "Saudi Arabian territorial waters." The 
note .adds that any attemot to declare the straits to-have an international . 
status would he an act in derogation of Saudi sovereignty and a threat to Y. 
Sandi Arabia's territorial integrity. J+ concludes by expressinz the hope 
that addressee Government's will support the Saudi Arabian Government's , . 
position on this question. ‘ 


For the Ambassador: 


(ah RB 


Robert B, Houghton sl 
Second Secretary of Enba¥y 





a 


oa 





Enelosure: — 2 = 
English translation of Foreign ‘o mm 
‘Office Note dated Narch 31 with oN, © 
one Arabic copy attachede = > 
é vi — 
ec: Dhahran rn 
7 Dept. please pouch London, Paris, Tel Aviv, Aden, Kuwait, a) | ‘ 
Tehran, Karachi, Ankara and Arab Caps. 
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Note ; 


a 

1) It is/well known fact that the United Nations General Assembly had 
adopted a Resolution on 29 November, 1947, stipulating the partition of 
Palestine into Arab and Yewish. states, and malcing of Jerusalem an International 
Area under the mandate of the United Nations. Yet, the Zionist objectives did 
. not feel content as to the extent of the territory granted to them by the 
Resolution. The extermination of the Arab in habitants of the above-mentioned 
area, was a premeditated intention on the part of Israel. Israel launched a 
_war of expansion, perpetrating acts of terror and massacre against the Arab ~ 
inhabitants under its control, and forced theoverwhelming majority of those 
inhabitants to migrate to the neighbouring Arab Countries. The number of Arab 
refugees at present amounts to one million. It also transferred its Capital 
to Jerusalem which contains sanctuaries concerning the celestial Religions, 
ignoring the Resolutions of the United Nations in this respect. Israel, 
however, did not even feel satisfied: It adopted a planned aggressive policy; 
endeavouring an attainment of its objectives of expansion. Its leaders were 
propagating that the real boundaries of Israel should extend from the Euphrates 
to the Nile, and that they will not accept any substitution to this scheme. 
Israel did not hesitate in meddling with the neighbouring Arab Countries, by 
waging raids and committing acts of aggression against them, thus disturbing 
. the tranquility and peace of the region. It has been doing all this‘in 
complete negligence to the condemnation of the world public opinion, and the 
several United Nations resolutions asserting irrefutably Israel's aggression 
and its threat of erdd DE ACEe 








2) This condition constitutes the major cause of instability, the world. 
is witnessing since the establishment of Israel in the Middle Eastern region; 
and there in, lies the deeply-rooted source of psychological and material 
anxiety which is prevailing in the region ever since that strange body was 
_ imposed thereon. 
| : : 
3) The tripartite Israeli-Anglo-French aggression against Egypt on 29th 
October, 1956, has contributed to the cause of instability and anxiety. in the 
region, and aggravated the situation in the Middle East. That aggression was 
committed in contravention to, the International law, moral and humanitorian 
values, and-was-about to-lead to a world war, had it not been for tfe United - 
Nations who hastened, together with all the peace-loving ‘states to deplore 
the aggression, calling for an end to it. The British and French withdraw 
. their forces from the Egyptian territory. Israel was reluctant to withdraw 
its forces, under unfounded pretexts. Yet, as the world united in recondemning 
Israel's attitude and stressed its unconditional withdrawal, Israel could not 
but yield to the wish of the world, and thus abided by the United Nations 
resolutions stipulating its withdrawal. 


4) Israel, however, did not exhaust its plans for expansion and aggression. 
It neither desisted from its intrigues and maneuvers, nor abandoned its various 
claims which have no moral, legal, or historical foundation. Its policy is 
formulated on the basis of the idea of “accomplished fact", and its principle 
is: ends justify means. | 
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5) The most recent aspect indicative of that policy, is the clain of me 
to the right of passage through the “ulf of Aqaba. Israel exerted desperate 


‘endeavours since its aggression agcinst Egypt in October, 1955, té establish 


2 right of passage in that Gulf. A wide: Campaign of propaganda was launched, 
for expunging the iistorical, geographical and legal facts vertaining to the 
Gulf of Aqabae The Saudi Arabian Government, hereby, takes the interest in 
forwarding to the friendly Governments, the factual i: formation regarding, the 
legal status, the historical and geographical’ position of theGulf. 


6) The Gulf of Agaba lies North-West of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom, and it 
is a naturel extension to its shores along the Red Sea, Thelength of the 
Gulf, starting from its South Eastern most distant spot (Ras Mohammad which 
lies in the Sinai Peninsula) to the Port of Aqaba, is about one hundred miles. 
The width of the Gulf varies between seven and fourteen miles, while the width 


of the inlet does not exceed ninemiles. There are three islands in the Gulf: 


1) Tiran, lies to the base of thetulf, 

2) Sanafir, liés to the east of Tiran, (these two 
islands are part of the Saudi Arabian-territory). 

3) Pharaon = belongs to Egypt - lies near the acme 
of the Gulf, and it is eight miles distant fron 
‘the Port of Aqaba. 

7) The Islands which lie at the inlet of the Gulf, are Saudi Arabian 
property. The straits separating these two islands, are under the control 
and jurisdiction of the Kinzdom of Saudi Arabia. likewise, the sea-water 
around-those Islands and straits, are Saudi Arabian territorial waters. 

The above-mentioned straits were and are still locked. In so far the width 
f the inlet of the Gulf is nine miles, it is therefore, twelve miles less 
than the inlets of the Gulf considered by International law to be International 
Gulfs. Furthermore, the width of the straits séparating the Saudi Islands, 
as well as separating between those Islands and the Esyptian shore, does not’ 
exceed half a mile in certain instances. Substantiating the territorial 
characteristics of this Gulf, together with its waters, inlets, and straits, 
Article ten (parae3) of the Constantinople Convention of 1688 relating to the 
Suez Canal, stipulated that the provisions of the Convention do not apoly to 
the Arab Countries on the Mastern shores of the Red Sea, including the Gulf 
ofAgaba which is naturally an extension of the Eastern coast of the Red Sea. 
It appears, from the record of the negotiations which resulted in the 
conclusion of the aforesaid Convention, that the inclusicn of that provision, 
aimed at leaving the Gulf of Aqaba and its straits, outside the scope of the 
drder of the free passage defined for theSuez Conale This act is, of course, 
an asserted recognition shat the Gulf of Aqaba is aleced Arab Gulf without 
any International capacity, and that its waters together with the waters of 
its inlets and straits are territorial waters locked in the face of International 
navigation. Consequently, as far as facts and law are concerned, the straits 
of the Gulf of Agaba, may be by no means considered as opened straits. Any 
attempt to consider these straits as international straits, will be regarded 
ag an encroachment on the Sovereignty of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom and a 
threat to its territorial integrity. | 
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@) It ic worth mentioning that, the Israeli aircrafts and Zattleshins, 
four months ago, have unprovoeatively attacked certain posts on the inlet : 
of the Tulf of has ava within the territory of Sauci Arabin. The act tock 


place during the time when Israeli forces were oceusying the townef Sharm 
Tl-Shei kt. on the Egyptian ler PEL GOLY This attitude on the part of Israel has 
reflected its preie Saidabed intention tp usurp the right of passage in the 
Mlfby tureatenin; the secerity of the region. It is evident that uo one. bat 
the Arab States are interested and comcerned with paswaee through the Gulf, 
and Israel's cbjectives are increly an attempt. to destroy and trump up this 
INtere ste 


9) As the Saudi Arabi cnGovermmuent place: ticse facts before Use Government 
of the United States of America, it expresses its great hope that the 
respected Government will feel convinced by this point view, and will tend to 
suprort it in exaltion of the principles of justice and equity,’ thus putting 
an end to the Clains of Israel, the recognition of which, will deteriorate the 
aggravated situation in the Hidde East, and will be revarded as a rowatd to 

the eguressore 


oth Sha'tban 1376 Correspondin: to 31 arch, 1257. 
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a The most complete formal presentation thus far of the Saudi Lit | 
Government's position re the Gulf of Maba was contained in the circular note : 
of: March 31, 1957, a Foreign Ministry slation of which was annexed as ah 
enclosure to the reference despatch. ‘ 


Annexed to this despatch as Enclosure No. 1 is a brief of the note of | 
March $1 prepared by Counselor Jenkins.. This brief was later shown by 
Ambassador Wadsworth to Royal Counselor. Jamal’ Hussaini. Jamal Bey observed : 
that it expressed the Saudi. position very well. Annexed as En¢losure Noe 2 
is an Embassy translation of the Arabic text of the note, prepared by the 
Embassy's translation section in the realization that the Foreign eect 
translation is somewhat unclear at some places. 


oq pemanicy * 


The Gulf of Aqaba quest’ n was raised by His Majesty during the visit 
of the Richards' Mission to _At an after dinner meeting with the 
King on April 9, at which both Ambassador Richards and Ambassador Wadsworth 
were present, His Majesty, after observing that the basic friendship between 
the United States and Saudi Arabia would not be affected by the Agaba 

problem, asked the friendly cooperation of the United States Government 
against "the enemy" (Israel). King Saud stated his position on the Gulf to 
be that he would never consent to the Tiran Straits being considered an 
international waterway, and would never allow Israeli ships to transit Saudi 
Arabian territorial waters. He‘ asserted that he would, if necessary, stir — 
up the wholeMuslim world to support his position. 





Lace-y~/2z2o°vgoel 


Ambassador Richards said that he knew that King Saud could do this, 
but suggested that His Majesty and President Eisenhower could settle the 
problem in an amicable fashion. He said that while the United States Govern- 
ment understood the sincerity of King Saud's position, he hoped that His 
eved the sincerity of ours. Ambassador Richards then explained 

ition of the United States that the Gulf of Aqaba had an 

international character was the same as that taken with respect to : 
waterways throughout the world, and that the United States could not. 
an exceptional position on the Gulf of Aqaba because of the. Palestine 
question. He added, however, that it was possible that the Saudi posit 
was correct and that we were wrong. With that idea“in mind, he ask 









ay 3 Mahony 
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Majesty if he would submit the question to the International Court Wustice | = 


and abide y the decision of that a age 
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The King said that he would not become involved in such a procedure, | 
and asked that the United States not become involved. He insisted that the 
entire Gulf was an Arab sea, belonging, not to Saudi Arabia alone, but to 
the whole Islamic world, and added that Israel was using it as a means of 
expansion. He also mentioned his concern with respect to the Gulf as an 
avenue for pilgrims to Mecca and Medina. Ambassador Richards assured him 
that President Eisenhower had guaranteed that there would be no interference 
with the pilgrims. King Saud remained firm in his position, and the Ambassador, 
observing that. when there is friendship and good will much can be accomplished, 
promised to tell President Eisenhower what he had said. His Majesty observed 
that he was in no doubt but that the President and his Government arid people 
would always do what is right. 


During the meeting which Ambassador Richards had with Crown Prince Faisal 
‘later the same evening, Ambassador Wadsworth commented that since the question 
of the status of the Gulf of Aqaba and the Straits of Tiran involved very 
complicated questions of international law, it might be desirable at some later 
stage to ask an advisory opinion or seek a decision of the International. Court 
of Justice. Prince Fan ical to. take note of this comment but made no 
ei dauke 


The fotioving day, however -- April 10 -- Vice President Oligher of Aramco 
who wasp farewell ‘visits in prac on the eve of his retirement, told 
Aebaasador rH pd that Crown Prince Faisal was "worried sick about ” Aqaba." 
He said that whilé Faisal was convinced of "the right and justice of the 
Saudi case, "he sensed, that it had not been well presented, and had a fedling 
of frustration because of the seeming fact that no oneappeared to have bothered 
to study it. Oligher said that Faisal also was greatly concerned lest it so 
eavereP as seriously to harm U.S.-Saudi relations. 


On April 15 Shaikh Ibrahim Suwayil, the Acting Head of the Foreign 
Office, called Chargé Meyer to the Foreign Ministry to deliver a message from 
His Majesty with respect to the passage of the U.S. tanker Kern Hills 
through the Gulf of Aqaba to Elath. The tenor of the message was that His 
Majesty was "very sorry" to learn that an American vessel had sailed through 
the Gulf to Elath, and that the King requested that the United States Govern- 
ment take action to prevent American ships from making such voyages which 
threaten the security of Saudi Arabia and of the Holy Places, Shaikh Ibrahim 
said that a similar demarche was being made in Washington by the Saudi 
Ambassador, and promised to keep the Embassy -informed of ‘devel opments on 
this question. 





Mr. Meyer replied along the lines outlined in Depcirtel 8l20f April 8, 
1957, by stating that commercial vessels flying the U.S. flag,such as the 
tanker in question, were under private and not U.S. Government control, and 
that the Government normally did not interfere with their operations so long 
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as they complied with applicable U.S. laws and regulations. He promised to | 
hehoEpaph King Saud's message to the State Department immediately. 


Por the Ambassador: 


AB 


Robert B, Houghton 
Second Secretary of Tibaséy 





Enclosures: V WA 


1. Brief of Saudi Note of March 31, 1957 
. on Gulf of Aqaba. 


2. Embassy Translation of Saudi Note of 
March 31, 1957, on Gulf of Aqaba. 
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at BRIEF OF SAUDI NOTE OF MARCH 31, 1957 | 


ON GULF OF AQABA, 
by Counselor Jenkins, with Editorial 
omment by snbessador Wadsworth. 


1) The Zionists are not satisfied with the territory granted Israel in 
the partition of Palestine effected by the UN Resolution of Nov. 29, 1947. 
Israel, through terror and massacre, has forced some one million Arabs to 
take refuge in neighboring Arab countries. It ignored the UN in moving its 
capital to Jerusalem. It has,’ furthermore, embarked upon a planned aggressive 
policy against neighboring Arab countries in pursuit of its policy of ex- 
pansion, thereby disturbing the peace of the region and flouting world 
opinion and the UN. 


2) The imposition of this strange body (Israel) is the main cause of 
instability and anxiety in the region. 


3) The Anglo-French-Israeli aggression against Eeyot,. which ieeatnend 
world war, was-halted by the pressure of the UN and all peace-loving nations; 
but, even then, Israeli withdrawal was e with great reluctance. 


4). Israel Sonitaune: to plan for expansion. and to persist in its 
intrigues, hoping to realize its claims through. faits accomplise 


5) The most recent indi cation of this is its claim to right of passage 
through-the--Gulf-of -Aqaba.s““ Israel “has carried on a propaganda campaign to 
erase the historical, geographical and legal facts. SAG hereby informs 


‘friendly governments of those facts. ‘ 


6) The Guif of Agaba forms a natural extension of Saudi Arabian shores 
along the Red Sea. The Gulf is 100 miles long; its width varies from 7 to 14 
miles, but the width of the inlet does not exceed 9 miles. There are three 
islands in the Gulf; Tiran, Sanafir and Pharaon. 


7) The first two of these belong to Saudi Arabia, and the straits 
separating them are under its jurisdiction. These waters are therefore 
territorial waters. 


These straits have been, and are still, closed. The Gulf inlet is’9 
miles wide -- less than the 12 miles necessary for its waters to be considered, 
under International Law, as international. Furthermore, the distances be- 
tween the two Sadi islands, and between them and the Egyptian shore, do not 
exceed half a mile in certain instances (sic). (Ed. note: The main channel 
between Tiran and the Egyptian (Sinai)'coast is some two miles.) 


Arte 10 para. 3 of the Constantinople Convention of 1888 substantiates 
the territorial characteristics of the Gulf and Straits. It stipulates that 
the Convention does not apply to the Arab countries on the Eastern shores 
of the Red Sea. This is overt recognition of the territorial natureof this 
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Gulf and its inlet. (Ed. note: The reader should note that the argument here 
is that. ial Gulf of Aqaba is but an "inlet" on the eastern shore of the 
Red Sea. 


"Consequently, so far as facts and law are concerned, the Straits of Tiran 
may by no means be considered as open straits. Any attempt to consider these 
Straits as international straits will be regarded as an encroachment on the 
sovereignty of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom and a threat to its territorial 
integrity." 


8) Israel has show.its intention to usurp the right of passage in the 
Gulf by its unprovoked attack four months ago, with planes and battleships, 
against posts on the inlet to the Gulf within Saudi Arabian territory. 


No one but the Arab States is concerned with passage through the Gulf. 
9) SAG hopes USG will be convinced by these facts and will support them 


in the interest of justice and equity, thus putting an end to claims, the 
recognition of which would be rewarding aggression. 
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EMBASSY TRANSIATION OF SAUDI NOTE | 


of March 31, 1957, on 
GULF OF AQABA. , 


SD She tm AD ED ON ORD ee Aw ED 
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1) It is/well. known fact that the General Assembly of the United Nations 
had on November 29, 1947 passed a resolution’ stipulating the partition of 
Palestine, the establishment of an Arab and a Jewish state in Palestine, and 


the making of the Jerusalem area an international area under the supervision of © 


the United Nations. Yet, the Zionist objectives were not limited to the area. 
appropriated for the Jews in accordance with the said resolution. The 
intention of Israel was to get rid.of the Arab inhabitants who were living in 
the area granted to it by that resolution. It ‘launched ‘a war of expansion 
and committed acts of terror and massacre which resulted in the migration of 
the overwhelming majority of them to ‘the neighbouring Arab states. The number 
of the Arab refugees at present amounts to one million. Israel then moved 
its capital to Jerusalem, which contains sanctuaries comerning the Celestial 
Religions, ignoring by this act the resolutions of the United Nations. Israel 
was not satisfied with that, and contimved a planned aggressive policy, to 
realize its planned policy of expansion. Its leaders spread propaganda that 
the real boundaries of Israel should extend-from the Euphrates to the Nile, 
and that Israel would not accept any substitution for these boundaries. Israel 
did not hesitate to meddle with the neighbouring Arab countries, by launching 
raids and committing acts of aggression + them, thus threatening the 
peace and security in the region, and ign the condemnation of world 
public opinion and the numerous United Nations resolutions which accused 


“Israel of aggression and of threatening the peace of ‘the ‘world. 


2) This position (of. Israel) constitutes the major cause of the 
instability which the world has witnessed since the establishment of Israel 
in the Middle East, and therein lies the origin of the psychological and © 
material anxiety which prevails in the area ever since that strange body was 
ares on ite 


3) What really has added to the causes of Bigg hed and mee: and 





was the 7 
October 29," ‘1956. 










manit ar Baty and was about to lead to a world 
war had not the United ons, supported by all peace loving states, 
hastened to condemn it and, 4) for its end. The eau and French withdrew 





states of the wort and thus carried out the United Nations resolutions 
calling for its withdrawal. 


aggression. It neither desisted from its intrigues and maneuvers, nor 


4) Israel, however, did not exhaust its plans for expamsion and | 
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abandoned its various pretensions. which have no moral, legal, or historical | . 
foundation. Its policy is formulated on the basis of the idea of "accomplished 
fact", and its principle is: the end justifies the means. ' 


5) The most recent aspect of that policy is the claim of Israel to the 
right of passage through the Gulf of Aqaba. It has exerted desperate attempts 
since its aggression against Egypt in October, 1956, to establish a right of 
passage in that Bulf. It has launched a wide campaign of propaganda for 
obliterating the historical, geographical and legal facts concerning the Gulf 
of Aqaba. 


The Saudi: Arabian Govermment is interested in suppl: ‘friendly. govern- 
ments with the: correct information concerning the legal s atus,.and the 
historical and geographical position of the Gulf. ; 


6) The Gulf of Aqaba lies Northwest of the Saudi Arabian Kingdom, and 

it is a natural extension to its shores along the Red.Sea. The length of the 
Golf: from its furthest south Eastern end (Ras Muhammad, situated on the Sinai 
Peninsula) to, the Port of Agaba, is about one hundred miles, The width of 
the Gulf varies from seven to fourteen miles, and the width of its inlet 
floes not exceed nine mites. . There are three islands in the Gulf: 


1) The idiot of Tiran which lies ab the base of the Gulf. 


, 2) The island of Sanafir which lies to the east of Tiran. 
(These two islands belong to the Kingdom of Sandi Arabia.) 


3) The: island of Pharaun (Pharaoh), belongs to Egypt and lies 
at the head of the Gulf and is eight maee from the port 
of Aqabae 


7) The islands which lie at the entrance of the Gulf are Saudi Arabian 
propertye The straits separating these. two islands are umer the control and 
jurisdiction of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Their waters are Saudi territorial 
waters. These straits were and still are closed straits, The width of isd 
entrance of the Gulf, as previously stated, does not exceed nine miles. - 
is therefore twelve miles less. than the width of the gulfs which are A eae 
by international law to be international guifs. “y 


In addition, the width of the straits that separate the said Saudi islands 
from each other, as well as the straits that separate these islands from the 


Egyptian coast facing them, does not exceed in certain instames more than 
half a mile. f 


6 To substantiate the territorial characteristics of this Gulf, its waters, 
_\ inlets, and straits, Article 10 (Para. 3) of the 1888 Constantinople Convention | 
’ eoncerning the Suez Canal, provided that the provisions of the said Convention 

do not apply to the Arab countries lying on the Eastern coast of the Red Sea, 
including the Gulf of Agaba which is naturally an extension of the Eastern 
____ coast of the Red wane tt appears from the records of the negotiations whi 
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were carried out to conclude the said Convention, that the~inclusion of that | 
provision aimed at leaving the Gulf of Aqaba and its straits outside the 

rules of free passage defined for the Suez Canal. This act is a recognition 
that. the Gulf of Aqaba is a closed Arab Gulf, and has no international 
capacity, and that its waters and the waters of its entrances and straits are 
territorial waters not opened for internationz1 navigation. 


As far as facts and law are concerned, by no means can the straits of 
the Gulf of Aqaba be considered as open straits. Any attempts to consider 
these straits as international straits, will be regarded as an encroachment 
on the sovereignty of the Saudi. Arabian Kingdom and a threat to its territorial 
integrity. 


8) It is worth mentioning that Israeli aircraft and military ships, about 
four months ago, without provocation attacked certain posts on the entrance 
of the Gulf of Aqaba within the territory of the Saudi Arabian. Kingdom. That 
act took place at a time when the Israeli forces were occupying the town of 
Shaim_ al-Shaikh on Egyptian territory, which indicated the premedi ated” 
intention ’ of Israel to usurp the right of pagsage in the Gulf and to threaten 
the security of this’ area, It is well known that no one exeept the Arab 
countries are interested and concerned with passage through the Gulf, and 
Israel's objectives are merely an attempt to destroy, and trump up this 
interest. 


9) As the Saudi ArabianGovernment place these facts before the Government 
‘of the United States of America, it expresses its great hope that the respected 
Government will feel convinced by its, point of view,.and will], tend to support 
it in upholding the: principles of justice and equity, thus putting an endto 
the claims of Israel, the recognition of which will ‘cause a deterioration of 
the aggravated situation in the Middle Fast, and will be regarded as a reward 
to the aggressor. 


- 


29th Sha'ban, 1376 
Corresponding to 31st March1957.- ---- nee 
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suBJect: Transmitting Copy.of Attorney Young's fei dum on the Eastern and Southern 


Boundaries" of Saudi Arabia. 
po The Embassy transmits herewith as Enclosure No. 1 a copy of Attorne 
Richard Young's “Memorandum on the Eastern and Southern Boundaries" of 
Saudi Arabia, dated March 25, 1957, and submitted to Deputy Foreign Minister 


Shaikh Yusuf Yasin. A copy of the memorandum was loaned to the Embassy 
by Mr. Henry of ARAMCO. 


rere? TAT? 


SqTI7 


In his memorandum Mr. Young refers to his recent visit to Saudi Arabia, 
during which he . had a meeting with Shaikh Yusuf in Riyadh on March 18. He 
states that as a regult of his review of the boundary situation during this 
visit, he came to the conclusion that certain measures were both practicable 
and legally desirable to protect and advance Saudi Arabian interests in the 
frontier arease = 1 is intended to summarize these measures, 

and to provide helpful, ee carry them oute 


Since the Embassy is unable to duplicate the map attached to the memo- 
randum, a copy of which the Department may be able to secure from ARAMCO's 
Washington office, the coordinates of the six flowing wells, the two airstrips, 


and of Salwah and al-'Ubailah, all referred to in the memorandum, are given 
as follows: 






LGL-S/2Z0°V98Z 


Salwah - persons 50°43'E Si 
= 
> 





: Aisnietin ats 
S-690 and at 20°21'N 53°26'E 
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Yor the Ambassador: 


ik | | CENR M 


Robert B. Houghton, 








: Second Secretary of 
clienaiten | Lome | 
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25 March 1957 


EASTERN & SOUTHERN BOUNDARIES 


DRe GEORGE RENTZ 
Dammam “ 


I enclose herewith for translation and transmittal to Shaikh Yusuf 
Yasin my letter to him dated 25 March 1957 together with a memorandum 
concerning the eastern and southern boundaries of Saudi Arabia. 


/S/ RICHARD YOUNG 


jk 
enclosures i 


| . 
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Dhahran 
25 March 1957 


Your Excellency: 

At our meeting in Riyadh on 18 March 1957, we discussed at some 
length the situation existing in the eastern and secthaen boundary 
regions of Saudi Arabia, and the measures which would be useful in 
maintaining Saudi Arabia's position in those regionse 

I enclose herewith a memorandum regarding certain measures which 
I believe to be both practicable and legally desirable for the purpose 
of protecting and advancing Saudi Arabia's interests in those frontier 
arease 

With all good wishes. 


Yours very sincerely, 


; o/s RICHARD YOUNG 


His Excellency 

Shaikh Yusuf Yasin 

Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 
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25 March 1957 


MEMORANDUM ON THE EASTERN AND SOUTHERN BOUNDARIES 








: 1. During my current visit to Saudi Arabia, I reviewed with some care 
available information on the present state of affairs along the eastern and 
southern boundaries of Sandi Arabia. From this study I formed the opinion 
that Saudi Arabia was not doing in these areas all it could and should do to 
preserve its existing rights, and that consequently there was danger of 
Saudi Arabia's position on frontier matters being undermined by neglect. At 
a meeting in Riyadh on 18 March 1957 I advised H.E. Shaikh Yusuf Yasin of 
my concern and discussed with him possible corrective measures. The present 
memorandum, is intended to summarize these measures and to provide helpful 
information for. carrying them out. 


By way of; preface » it should be observed that these measures are 
desiraks. not for the effect that they should have on local inhabitants 
in the border regions. They are also important as evidence to other Govern~- 
ments, particularly that of the United pene, © of Saudi Arabia's continuing 
concern about those fo sare and. the unsatisfac state of affairs now pre- 

g there. Acco: to my experience, od pe of the chief obstacles to 
convincing the United tes that the current. border situation is serious is 
the fact that Saudi Arabia does not appear to take ii very seriously itself, 
so. far as activities in the area are concerned. The Department of State 
tends to feel that the matter is not ur rites and that therefore it need not 
expend its.small stock of influence with the British in order to bring about 


a settlement. 
3. At the present-moment.,.Saudi Arabian Government.posts exist at 

There also be some soldiers at the at “aie! 

30 miles dos soul of Qway. Salwah and mes 

these exceptions, thére is today no Saudi at at 

formally claine aimed by Saudi Sandi Arabia east of pore 

it must be Peraae La is not as ssf, 4c 

obvious and pica sy corrective measure for Saudi Arabia to take, therefore, 

is the early establishment of one or more permanent posts in this region. 












the vast re; 





Salwah, on the coast west of Qatar, and at Sharaurah in the far eoeimest. 
Aramco ¢ beeen 

tance east of the Blue 

maintaining S aia territorial Gimme in Tull forces tw meat 


as a base for uae’ ' rol. ai 
in the frontier zones, and iv 
covenant activities, ee sonia > sirable f 
not only for border surveillance, but also 
and other routine governmental | Chapley ond 
officer for the purpose of treating lo ight 
gesture. The people of the re batghinia bes made to fee 
es looking after ir interes aust as it looks after the interests of all 
its citizens in all parts of the Kingdom. 





cence | 





Tree Wren SERN RPO OR nt WATTS WET TURN CeNTE arctTW SN Me x Seay? Ter SLAW ORS ETU MER MOTTE | Crete HILT che PUTS N ERE POT te a OTT re RNT BE ee Tn eT NET 


£ ae Page _& _of 
| Encl. No.___ 

~ (Classificat Oe es Desp. No._225 

Fro 


’ Se Because of the small population to be served in these regions, and 
4 the difficulties involved in supplying distant posts over rough terrain, it 
would seem that one or two new posts would be sufficient to begin with. An 
adequate source of water is essential, and this further restricts the number 
of possible sites. Consideration of all relevant data leads to-the con- 
clusion that one place in particular in the southeastern Rub'al-Khali would 
be a suitable location for a post. This is the site of water well S-688, 
shown on the map annexed to this memorandum, where an ample quantity of 
flowing water of good quality is available. S-688 is accessible by motor 
vehicle, and two airstrips which could readily be put in usable condition 
are located within 50 miles. The place is. well situated to cover all the 
southeastern border region between Sharaurah and’Oman, and it is not too 
far from al-Khasfah. and Wadi Muqshin, where a certain amount of activity 
under British auspices has been taking place in recent years. 1+ is there- 
“fore specifically recommended, as highly desirable from the legal standpoint, — 
that a Saudi post be established at S688; and it is gratifying to understand | 
that steps have already been taken to this end. 





6. Secondary to S-688, but also desirable, would be the establishment 
of another Saudi post at S-694, some 90 miles northerly of S-688. This well 
appears to be only a few miles from al-Quraini, a point on the boundary line 
claimed by the Ruler of Abu Dhabi. Such’ap would be well located to watch 
affairs along the southern limits of al-Dhafrah, and would be a convenient 
base for patrol activities in that region. 8-604 might well be a sub-post of 
S-688, at least at the outset. 





7e More detailed information regarding wells of potable water in the 
central and eastern parts of the Rub' al-Khali is given in an amex to this 
memorandum, together with a map showing their location. 


: ‘8e The establishment of one.or two posts at the places suggested above 
is believed to be the most important and useful move for the Saudi Arabian 
Government to make at this time in these border regions. Thought might also 
be given, however, to encouraging Saudi tribesmen from these areas who have 
migrated to the north and west to return to them from time to time. This 
would have the beneficial effect of ensuring that these areas retain their 
character as the recognized dirahs of Sadi tribes. 


RICHARD YOUNG 


attachment 
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In the course of normal exploration activities in the sands of the Rub! 
al-Khali, the Arabian American Oil Company has drilled a mmber of wells which 
produce artesian water. It, has been the Company's practice in the Rub! al- 
Khel ait \elis producing water drinkable by man or animals, 
and often to construct wee troughs for the use of camels. 


A string of six flowing wells (shomon the accompanying map) forms a 
rough arc some.200 to 225 kilometers back of the southeastern edge of the 
sands. The. pe are from 45 to 85 Kilometers apar 









south aa of the sands following roughly the line of 51° longitude. 


The best water of these six wells is that at well S-688, on the edge 
of the tall dune area known as al-Hibak and near the center of the arc of 
we Water from_ geveral of the other wells is quite a. and is normally | 





drunk only by camels, but Bedouins of the region are known to have drunk from 
all of them ee ee ee Oe ee ee) 
it just tastes bad. 


Two airstrips used in the pant by the Company's DC-3 aircraft and 
al-'Jbailah, the location of the nearest er camp now in operation, are 
also shown on the accompanying —_° 
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The Embassy transmits, as of possible interest to the Department, and especially 
to OIR/DRN/NEB in connection with the NIS program, an ARAMCO Arabian Research Divisio 
Report on the “Operations of the Saudi Arabian Coast Guard." 


For the Ambassador: 


QL Rh. 
Robert B. Hough 


Second Secretary of Embassy 


LS8-S/Z2°V9OReL 
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| OPERATIONS OF THE SAUDI ARABIAN COAST GUARD 


The Saudi Avabl a Coast Guard operates normally within what is knowm as the 
Customs Control Zone.” This is an area ten kilometers deep from all borders and 
shores and extending outward two nautical miles beyond the Kingdom's six-mile 
territorial waters. Different methods of preventing smuggling are used as re- 
quired: by the circumstances in different parts of the Customs Control Zone. 


In that part of the Zone bordering on othgr countries <= eeg., Iraq, Kuwait, 
or the Neutral Zones -- land patrols are used.~ Small patrols are stationed all 
along the border in a manner similar to a military deployment, each with an 
assigned section of the Customs Control Zone to guard. Within its section, the 
group may pitch its tents or may enjoy a more permarient post. Frequent sorties, 

' generally by car or truck, are made in the assigned area. This system of patrolling 
back and forth across the section applies even in areas where there are no roads which 
pierce the border. The length of Customs Control Zone assigned to any given patrol 
is probably goverhed by such factors as the amount of traffic, the likelihood of 
smuggling traffic, the ease with which the area can be covered, and the terrain. 


In those parts of the Customs Control Zone.which are on land but which lie 
along the sea coast, a different technique is followed. A given area is still 
the responsibility of one group, but in stretches of shore where smuggling is 
quite likely, such as those around unfrequented bays near a foreign country or 
those lying near a town inside Saudi Arabia, foot patrols are made. In these 
areas, boats landing along the coast, even those from fishing outings made from 
the Saudi shore, are given the once-over by members of the Coast Guard patrol. 
On _longer..stretches..ofshore, automobile patrols are made -provided-the terrain 
is suitable for carse If it is not, camel patrols may be used, though this 
practice is now rare. 





Ipefined in "Customs Regulations and Rules for Implementation," Royal 
Approval Noe 425 issued 5 Rabi't I 1372 (23 November 1952), Jiddah: The 
Printing, Press, and Publishing Foundation, 1575. 

eat one time in the past, these land patrols were independent of the ‘ 
Coast Guard. The Sardi Arabian Government memorial to the disarmament conference 
held by the League of Nations in 1952 listed a Border Guard apart from the 
Coast Guard. The Border Guard was substantially larger in number than the 
Coast Guard, 23 officers and 1400 men as opposed to 14 officers and 211 mene 
The Coast Guard has apparently absorbed the Border Guard since that time. 
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In the offshore parts of the Customs Control Zone,.launches are used. These 
may be either moborized dhows or launches specifically designed for the purpose of 
apprehending smugglers' boats. These sea patrols examine portions of the shore 
that cannot be conveniently reached by the land patrols and, in addition, 
infrequently examine ships which are crossing the Customs Control Zone in a> 
suspicious manner, i.e., heading for a stretch of shore where there is no Customs 
office. They may board such boats and examine them on the-spot or make them 
proceed to a port for examination. Private and commercial craft are required to 
check in,and out with the Coast Guard when they depart a mooring which is under 
the jurisdiction o f a coast guard check point. This eight-mile offshore area 

is the exclusive province of the Coast Guard in the prevention of smuggling; it 
is not shared with either of: the other enforcement agencies -- Customs or Public 
Security. 


The Coast Guard also has certain functions-within the coastal Customs Area. 
(A Customs Area is defined in the Customs Regulations as an area where there is a 
seaport, airport, or Customs office and which has been designated as such by the 
Minister of Finance.) The Coast Guard directs a ship to proceed to the Customs 
area and requires that it anchor only there. Together with Customs officials, 
members of the Coast Guard may examine the ship's manifest. The Coast Guard posts 
guards at gangways and piers, ostensibly to prevent the removal of liquor or 
narcotics or to prevent any other smuggling from ships which may be tied up. 


In.the Customs_Regulations referred to above, the following tasks are given 
to the Coast-Guard:+ "The Coast Guard shall be charged with the supervision of 
shios and boats anchored at the, piers in the Customs ports, while they are at 
sea. On land, and on the piers as well, the Customs guards shall be the ones 
who shall carry out the supervision. Only authorized Customs guards shall under 
take to guard, supervise, perform inspection work, and effect seizures in the 
Customs area, which includes the piers and warehouses, and all the buildings therein. 
In cases of necessity, assistance shall be sought from ‘the Coast Guardsmen or Police- 
mene" Concerning inspection, the Regulations state that "the Coast Guard has the 
right to inspect boats or ships anchored in the deep water on its owm without 
obtaining permission from the Customs." 


The Coast Guard is charged with preventing the departure of a ship or sail- 
boat from the Customs Area unless it has first obtained the necessary travel 
orders and an export manifest. The Coast Guard must also notify Customs of any 
foreign ship which, over the period of a year, has operated on Saudi Territorial 
waters in order that Customs levies may be made on the ship. The Coast Guard 
is to provide Customs with the necessary documentation before supplying any 
foreign ships with provisions. Together with Customs, the Coast Guard is to 
place a seal on liquor stores of ships anchored or passing within territorial 
waters of Saudi Arabia. ‘he Coast Guard is to notify Customs of any flotsam it 
oterves so that Customs may apply the appropriate provisions of the Regulations. 
The final requirement listed in the Customs Reguations is that the Coast Guard 
will prevent any peddler's boarding. a ship unless he has a license from Customse 





| 
a In Chapter XX of the Rules for the Implementation of Customs Regulations. | | 
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As a second line of defense within the Customs Control Zone, nearly all 
roads have Coast Guard check points for passing vehicles. Almost all automo- 
biles and trucks are stopped but after a cursory glance are permitted to jpro- 
ceed. Only those vehicles which appear suspicious to saa alata at the check 
point are detained for more complete inspection. 

~~ 

When the Coast Guard does detect a smuggler, the information is turned 
over to the nearest Customs office and the culprit to Public Security or, 
alternatively, to Customs together with the information. Frequently the Coast 
Guard assists in building a case against the smuggler. Since the Customs 
Department is the group most interested in collecting revenues from importa- 
tion of articles, it is the logical one to follow up on a case and take what- 
ever action is necessary. Reports in cases of apprehending smugglers are 
filed with superior coast guard officials until they reach the Amir of the 
Province, HeH. Sa'ud Ibn Jiluwi. "a 

According to the Customs fatiadtoce. members of the Coast Guard may 
benefit personally from the apprehension of smugglers. After a fine of 
double the regular customs duty has been paid, half of the total -- the equi- 
valent of the customs duty on‘an object not smuggled <= goes to the Customs 
Cash Office. The other half is divided 30% to informers, 30% to seizors and 
their helpers, 20% to a Reward Fund, and 20% to the Government Treasury. If 
there are no informers, the members of the Coast Guard get a larger slice: 
50%, with 20% going to the Reward Fund and 30% to the Treasury. For each 
bottle of liquor seized SR 20 is to be divided between, the informers and 
seizors; beer brings SR 5 per bottle. 


Locally, persons do not have much respect for the sailing prowess of the 
Coast Guard. A fairly large part of the. staff is made up of Vedouins from 
the Najd, an area where sailors would find it difficult to learn their trade. 
For land and onshore patrols, such training would be advantageous. Probably 
one of the reasons for the lack of respect is that the Coast Guard does very 
little in assisting distressed boats. The standard procedure is to call for 
the Company to go to the help of a distressed dhow. Their origin and the 
nepotism of the Coast Guard might also account for some of the other complaints 
against the Coast Guard personnel. 


Coast Guard offices and stations-are divided into various classes. These 
classes, aside from the few at the top, are not a result of any calculated 
gradation of dities assigned. ‘to the individual stations or of any difference 
. in kind. The differences come about Topsy-faaion where an older station or a 
Coast Guardsman with a higher rating, or a closer relative of an officer, has 
assumed authority over others. For example, the Coast Guard station in Ras 
al-Mishtab watches over two or three near-by stations. 


Coast Guard installations in the Eastern Province are listed below. There 
may be some omissions from the list or some inaccuracies despite the fact that 
the sources used in obtaining the names included the Headquarters of the Coast 
Guard in the Eastern Province, the Government's 1955 statement on reform measures 
in the Eastern Province, travellers, bedouins, and part-time smugglers. 
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He rs Coast Guard Stations (cont'd) | 
Dammam Sathat 
Qariyah al-'Ulya 
Coast Guard Offices Hafar al-Batin 
Daman Ghunan (Abg-Dh road) 
Dammam Port Dhahran-Jubail-Ras Tanura 
Qatif intersection 
Ras Tamura ; Sha! ab 
al-Khobar al-Sabnah 
Jubail al-Jadidah 
al-Mish' ab Sanabis 
ale'Ugqair al-Saur (or) Jinnah 
Darin al-Mish'ab 
, Ras al-Mish'ab 
Coast Guard Stations al=-Dafi 
ee Ras Abu ‘Ali 
Dammam Port Nari ; 
Dammam Old Port Abraq al-Kabrit 
Ras Tanura al-Ajan 
al~Khobar : Umm Huwaidh 
Jubail al-'Aziziyah 
Qatif Munifeh 


al-'Ugair _ thnik 
“>Salwah 


Places where there is not complete agreement whether a Coast Guard Station 
exists: 


Dhulaifain 
al-Barudah 

‘ al-Mish'ab Airport 
al-Damis 
al-Mafr 


i=aLlayyar ; 
Wafra (Neutral Zone) 
tA'rq \ 
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7 The subject of the status of Arabi and Farsi Islands is a matter 
currently in dispute between the Saudi Arabian and Iranian Governments. 
The Embassy has forwarded several despatches on the subject, the most 
recent of which is the reference despatch. 
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_ The Embassy has secured through ARAMCO a copy of a geographical by iS 
and historical study of the islands, prepared. by..ATTORNEY RICHARD YOUNG i I 
of Harvard Law School and MR. GEORGE RENTZ of Aramco. Although most of 
the data in the report has already been submitted. to’ the Department in 
earlier despatches on this subject, the. Embassy herewith forwards this N 
study inasmuch as it contains several matters of interest not heretofore 00 
recordede O) 

; > 
: For the GUY Roe? ° 
. th 
Nu 
R, tals 7 NX 
Second Secretary of Embassy Ol 
i} 
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Geographical and Historical Study of Arabi 
and Farsi Islands, by Messrs. Young and Rentz. 
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Geo graphical Data 


The. two small islands of Arabi (al-'Arabiyah) and Farsi (al-Farisiyah) 
lie in the Persian Gulf approximately midway between the Arabian and Persian 
shores. Each island is less than a square mile in area, is waterless, and 
without permanent population. 


Arabi lies about 50 miles northeast of the nearest point on the Arabian 
mainland (Ral al Bidya) and more than 60 miles from-the nearest point on the 
Iranian mainland. Farsi, 13 miles north of Arabi, is 56 miles from the 
Arabian mainland and about 60 miles from the Iranian side. According to the 
British Admiralty's Persian Gulf Pilot and the U.S. Hydrographic Office's 
Sai Directions WO gs are the easternmost of a five-island 
group . Arabian coast. The other islands of the Bike 
Harkus, even, and Kurain; of these, Karan is the closest to Arabi an 
being 19 miles from the former and 24 miles from the latter. 






Farsi, 


Use 


Both Arabi and Farsi have long been used as places of resort by fishermen 
from both sides of the Gulf, who occasionally stop there to take refuge from 
storms, to dry’their nets, or to collect turtle and birds' eggs. They may also 
have been used from time to time as sources of guano. Apart from these, however, 
they have few attractions to offer. © 


Historical Data 


~ Because of the unimportance of the two islands, there is little historical 
information regarding them. In 1865 Farsi was surveyed as a possible landing 
place for the British cable from Basra’ to Jask, but it was never used for this 
purpose. In 1908 Lorimer's Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf, prepared for the 
Government of India, described them both as of undetermined ownership, with no 
reason to believe that they belonged to one State rather than another. The 
names of the islands, which mean in Arabic "Arabian" and "Persian" respectively, 
appear to-have reference only to their geo; graphical position and oe be without 
political significance. : 


In 1947 a navigation light - replaced in 1954 by a more powerful installa- 
tion - was erected on Farsi by the Basra Port Directorate, acting on behalf 
of the Persian Gulf Lighting Service; but the activities of the Lighting 
‘Service have been uniformly considered to be non-political and to afford no 
basis for territorial claims by Britain (which is responsible for the Service) 
or other States. In 1949 Arabi was briefly used by the Bahrain Petroleun 
Company as a site for a radar installation in connection with offshore survey 
work, but both the Company and the British Government disclaimed at the time 
any intent to affect thereby the undetermined political status of the island. 


| 
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In 1949 the Saudi Arabian Government, as part of its program to give | 
notice of Saudi Arabia's territorial claims in the Gulf, erected markers 
on 18 offshore islands, including Arabi and Farsi. Britain subsequently 
notified Saudi Arabia of a claim by Kuwait to many of these islands, 
including Arabi, Farsi, Harkus, Karan and Kurain. In August 1950 the 
Saudi markers on Arabi and Farsi were tlown up by persons acting under 
British authority, but those on the other three islands. were left un- 
disturbed. At discussions in London a year later, the British tentatively 
offered to relinquish Kuwait's claims to all the islands except Farsi. 
Saudi Arabia undertook to consider this, and in the spring of 1955 indi- 
cated probable acceptance; but the British Resident stated at the time 

that he did not know if the offer was still open. No further British-Saudi 
discussions involving Arabi and Farsi are known to have ates place since 
that times 


Aocording to all available information, it does not appear that Iran 
ever advanced any claim to Arabi prior to its actions in the fall of 1956. 
With respect to Farsi, hearsay reports through British channels indicate 
that from time to time some Iranian claim had been made to the island. 
Nothing seems to have been done. by 4ran on the island itself, however, 
before December 1948 at the earliest; at that time a small board or plate 
is said to have been erected, only to be removed by the British some. months 
later. No objection was made at any time by Iran to the Saudi Arabian 
markers. Sandi Arabia, on the other hand, has consistently protested since 
1949 any activities on the islands conducted without its permission; -the 
1949 Bapco installation on Arabi, the 1950 British destruction of the markers, 
and the 1956 activities of Iran. 





(ears —] 





¥-r1e-J” 7 . 
Date 
T0: OC/R Files 


Please send the following Papers to the Catalogue Section for 
necessary corrections. 


hte htetge Se 





© TEL. 

© Inst. FROM Date 
© DESP. 

Oagm. # Fy 

© ifr 7T0 Date 
~&) NOTE : 


(a) ‘Mie. No. from 7/6 & onal 7-2ss 7. 
to 990, pe fZ-RS 37 i 


(>) Additional information 








‘eq All cards (other. than "name" cards) in the Card Indices have 
been changed or corrected as indieated ‘above. 


€&) All "name* cards have been: changed or corrected, etc. 
Bs) All papers have been changed or SORT MONET, etc. 
C):8CS ACTION papers. 
ee 


(io. of 06/8 Analyst) 









} file, use thie form as a 
BER on the right margin and 





filing it in the subject files. . 

















AIR POUCH ' OFFICIAL USE ONLY | DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 
— PRIORITY : (Security Classification) T5G2. 9/7 452 
W 








a FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH a 

| is = 

FROM : Amembassy, Jidda — n 

ca ; : 9g 

TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. Sep teyiber i - i =? 
: Enbassy Despatch 112-of Dec. 11, 1956; CERP Section D-II A-2 and 3. avr: 








For Dept. 





_Use Only 





SUBJECT: : Fenn ' ‘ : 
herial Mapping in Saudi Arabia 


- 7 Yi 


Mr. Robert Sitith, Vice President of Aero Service Corporation, 
Philadelphis, is presently in Jidda discussing possible participation 
of his company in mapping projects now being considered by the Saudi 
Arabian Government. 


GUNYNIZY BE LSA LNZW 


At our request, Mr. Smith has prepared a memorandum, supplementing 
his views.on mapping in Saudi Arabia reported in the referenced despatch. 
These.recent comments are transmitted herewith as an enclosure. 
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Witliam D. Toomey : 
Second Secretary of Embassy 
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COMMENT ON MAPPING IN SAUDI ARABIA | 


1. Refer to map attached to report on "Status of Mapping in Saudi Arabia", 
submitted December 1956. 


2. Under a program envisaging the undertaking by the USG of projects to 

. mutual benefit (eege, construction of an air terminal at Dhahran Airfield) 
rather than the usual type of grant economic assistance, the following 
might be considered: . 


a) Expand the Topographic Mapping Program by including the 
area covered by the SAY photography.and the Point ‘Four 
photography. This covers an area of approximately 350,000 
square miles and extends from the Gulf of Aqaba to the 
northern border of Yemen. 


b) Complete the Aerial Photography of the country. 
(approximately 100,000 sauare miles remaining, since Area "x" 
is now being completed by SAG). 


c) Extend the Shoran Trilateration and Grid Control over the 
remainder of the ag A “(Recommended in the report 
submitted Yecember 1956). 


3-e The expansion of the topographic mapping program is now suggested instead 
of the mosaic program for the following reasons: 


a) The mosaic program would have been beneficial primarily to the 
SAG in its loration and Development Schemes. ‘he topographic 
mapping program is of equal interest to both the SAG and the 
US Government, since the benefits of this type of mapping are | 
primarily military. 





b) Recent interest in mapping expressed by the Minister of Defense 
of the SAG. 


A recent letter from the ilinister'of Defense to the 
Director of Petroleum and Mineral Affairs requests information 
on the status of mapping in Saudi Arabia, and further asks that 
the IMinistry be furnished with copies of all aerial negatives 
and maps in the possession of the Director. This letter is 
numbered 1),/18/700 and is dated 9/8/1376. The letter has the 
approval of the Council of Ministers in their letter number 
4680/1 dated 13/9/1376. 


The writer's interest and knowledge of the above is due to 
a request from the Director's office to supply costs for the 
duplication of the negatives and maps. A meéting was arranged 
by the Director's office with an Officer from the Ministry of | 
Defense and the writer to discuss costs and procedures in 
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carryins; out this work. Dr. Glen Brown also attended tiris 


meetinge 
‘ 
Durin;, the source of the meeting some technical. 
questions a?ose, whereby the Officer stated that they 
would call upon a US Militery expert to discuss the 
questions further with us. 


c) US Military Interest (G+2) 


There are reasons to believe that ‘the US Military 
Napping Agency is imterested in maps in the vicinity of tne 
Gulf of Aqaba. Interest is also believed to exist fron 
this point south along the Red Sea. 


ye A seneral budget figure for this program is as follows: 
2. (a) Topographic Mapping. . 
Approxe 350,000 sqe 1 pairiheoneretiomeanttesiichcimmaiaany 2y 1,50, 000.00 


2. (b) Aerial Photography (shoran control). 


Sipe, 200,000 sts whemannemeimdaneeeentens # 700,000.00 


2. (c) Shoran Trilateration and Grid Controle _ 
| gprs 300,000 85. Hila anmcnmonacnmentmemniens $ 850,000.00 


Se Other comment: 


Up until the present time there seemed to be no tactful way to approach 
the SAG on a topographic mapping program of this particular areay, particularly 
since the aerial photography was undér their jurisdiction and the negatives ~ 
are their property. However, since the SAY through the Ministry of Defense 
has now expressed interest inmapping, and particularly since they have indicated 


they will seek US Military advice on it, it would seem to be an appropriate 


time to offer the expanded topographic mapping program. 


The producing and releasing of duplicate negatives of all the aerial 
photography of Saudi Arabia is not recommended. Firstly, there are no | 
facilities here for producing prints from these negatives nor is there any 
equipment for producing maps from the photographs. Even if such equipment 
were purchased it would require years to train competent personnel. In view 
of this, if duplicate negatives were released to the SAG there is a possibility | 
that they might find a way to the mapping unit in Cairo. There exists in 
Europe or the Middle Fast as far as buildings and equipment are concernede 
The AMS and Point Four set up a training program several years ago in Cairo, 
but it was discontinued after a short period. Consequently, no trained 
personnel (Egyptian) are presently available. 
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- OFFICIAL USE ONLY Sb. & | 








; s Brag Pore____ 3. of 
OFICIAL USE oKry _| "Encl. Not 


- vee » Desp. No. 
_ (Classification) _— P Jidda 


2 | 
least ‘ne tee’ ricdans fron the west). Tt is vell Imown uheré Eeyot is 


Fs) 


“iniciars from in other fields. She can cet mappin;; technicians 














The preran listed under ? (a), (b) and (c) could ve completed in two 
rs, althouch three years would be a more reasonable time. Itens 2 (b) 
© (c) could he completed the first year, as well as part of ? (a)e. 
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ARMY FOR MACKFUSS ARMY MAP SERVICE. Ee 
Glen Brown requested aerial photos area north Wadi ‘Sahaba ta 
and east of Triyadh for Prince Mohammed Ibn Saud Kyber who 
. needs urgently complete mineral survey. Advise when and how 
photos were sent. ; 
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Sie Be 
Held arrived Dhahran February 4. First contacts with. ARAMCO N 
"good. Prospects good, although recent map production limited Us 
because efforts rather concentrated on cooperative work with O 
USGS on 1:500,000 series and 1:2,000,000 map. Held plans - 
remain here until February 18 and cover Bahrainl also. Q 
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IRC FROM: r ec’'d: February 11, 1958 S 
Info sama sians 1:10 p.m. 5 3 
TO: Secretary of State eo 

RMR NO: 438 2 | 
: , February 11, p.m. as 

FOR BURT E 


ARAMCO cooperation. with Held excellent. Desirable to 
establish consolidated automatic flow ARAMCO materials 

to IRC/M. ‘Held requests Burt confer Ams and BGN or 
otherwise determine feasibility of mergingflow of materials 
from ‘ARAMCO to them with new over-all flow to IRC/M for all 
agencies concerned. Best to leave present special flow of 
materials to USGS alone. Request soonest advice. Held. 

' spending Saturday on Bahrain, next four days with Rub Al 
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SP SENT DEPARTMENT 448 REPEATED INFORMATION JIDDA 343, AMMAN 12. E w 
Cc TEL AVIV 4, CAIRO 50. 
W . , 
L Understand from ARAMCO source that SAG may have made first et 
INR move last night to extend Saudi claim on territorial waters Fi 
E from six miles to twelve miles. Primarily designed to close 
UFW Gulf of Aqaba. Will-also have repercussions on off-shore 
IRC oil claims. = 
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SUBJECT: Lew Saudi Territorial tieters Jecree \ ’ 4 
x] pow 
4s ° 
PARTICIPANTS: . i. Jaucs Knicht, AXAICO, .ashington Office <4 
em 
lir, David D. Nevsom, Ni > a 
ir, William D. Brewer, NE \ gai 4 5 
; Oe 
ee gen é. 
COPIES To: imaClee), MB(2cc), L(1cc), PSD(2.ce), WE/R(1ec) bt a3 - ' 
> “NI 
an’ -@ 
“ \ VS [2 Gi 
, .? So 
, e 
‘ Oo 
NM 
: : A is 
lr, Knisht called on “ebruary 20 to give the Department copies of © Bien 
\/ 3a draft Seudi proclamation extending the Jimits © of the territorial sea No 
. “claimed by’ Saudi Arabia from 6 to 12 wiles (copy attached). ‘The decree, U 
8 *which replaces the Saudi decree of 19119, was to have been issued on N?, 
2 ‘February 16 according to a statement: from Deputy Foreicn Ilinister Yusuf © 
F Yasin to Aramco representatives,. According to the Aramco officials, 0] 
\ the ag had been drafted hur:iedly by. one Abdul 'Ainayn Selim an 104] 
leer an “international law" expert. ‘hen these of“icials had suggested 
‘ * thet Yasin consult Mr, iticharc Youn; on this matter prior to the issuance 
<4, of the. new decree, Yasin replied that there was no tine for thi S. He 
A ah explained that, since Saudi Arabia he d imortuned other Arab countries 
a to adopt the 12=mile limit, Saudi Arabia could not delay the issuance O 
*. of its ow vroclamation now that Eeypt had acted. be 
; 
ir, night also mentioned that Aramco now understends that Head 2 * 
Sultan, Egyptian jurist who is now the Saudi member of the Onassis. 
arbitration tribunal, will be designated Saudi arbitrator for the 
Sidon arbitration question, Sabah Habashi is representing Aramco on «, § 
the Sidon matter, oe Sy «, 
. om 
ee ID . vost, 
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; Dhahran 
x 17. rebruary 1958 


Uwon arrival Goodyear, ientz, Headley Ciyadh 15 Tebruary another 
natter (see previous. cao “ en’. without any prior intination Yusuf 

“asin handed croup ArabiceEnglish draft text new Saudi Arabidn Territorial 
Sea Decree 2:00 Pli requestin= they study compare with 1949 Decree ard 
return @:00 PH for discussion, Yusuf Yasin stated SAG intended issue 
Decree sane nicght. iusuf Yasin also showed grouy cable from Saudi Arabian 
imbassy Cairo received 15 February civing text Ugyptian/UAR Decree 
amending Article 5 Egyotian 1951 Decree from 6 to 12 miles and adding 
soitary matters in Article 9, Other provisions 1951 Dderce, inc) uding 
all 12 mile referemes, unchanged. On basis Yusuf Yasin statement 

71230 Pl. 15 lebruary new Saudi Arabian Decree being issued 16 Tebruary 
with no repeat no chances in draft first given sroup. 


Unofficial. English version draft adequately reflectin:; Arabic 
oricinal follows: - 


"Royal. Decree ilumber concerning the Territorial lea of 
The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, 
Me, Saud Ibn.Abdwl Aziz, King of the Kingdom of Savdi arabia, after . 
reliance on God Alinighty and in view of whet the public welfare requires, 
have decreed a& follows: 


ARTICLE 1. (Sane as Article 1 Decree 3711) 


ANTICIE 2,. The Territorial Sea of the Kincdom of Saudi Arabia, 
as well asthe air space above end the bed of the Territorial Sea and 
subsoil beneath, are all under the sovereignty of the Kingdom subject 
to the established rvles of international lar, 


TICLE 3. (Seme as Article Decree 3711) 
K2ICLE lh. The Territorial Sea of the Kinzdom of, Sa:di Arebia lies i 


ovvecide the inland waters of the Kin¢dom and ert.ends ceaward for a 
distance of 12 nautical miles, 


ARTICLE 5. (Same as Article 6 Decree 3711 excert Territorial oie 
substituted for coastal.) # 
ARTICLE 6, (Same as Article 7 Decree 3711 except sea substituted 


for waters.) 
‘ 

ARTICLE 7. if the territorial ces measured fro. vh2 base-lines 
fixed by Article 5 of this decree be overlapped by the waters. of another 
state, boundaries will be determined by our government in acreament with 
that state in accordance with equitable principles. 


1 
ro 
‘ 


ARTICTe 6. With a view to aesurinz cormliance with the laws of 
the icinedom relatinc to security, navigation, fiscal anc sanitary mec tters, 
“aritime surveillance may be exercised in = contiruous zone outsice the 
territorial sea, extendine fora further cistance of 6 nautical miles and 
measured from the base=-lines of the territorial sea in accordance wi ah 
ticle 5 of this decree 


ARTICLE 9, The provisions of this Decree shall note affect the ri-hts 
os : e 
oi the Kingdom with respect to fishing. 


ARTICIE 19. Royal Decree Vumder 6/5/4/3711 promulgated on the 1 day 
of. Shaban 1368 corresponding to the 26 of May, 1949 is hereby revealed. 


ANUTICLE 11, Our itinisters of foreign Affairs, Interior, Ilinance 
and 2ublic Health are charted vith the execution of this Decree, 


ARTICLE 12, This Decree will come into force as from the date or 
its publication in the Official Gazette. 


Promulfeted in our falace at !iyadh on the 1377 correspond-= 
ing to 1958." 


Group discussed new Decree 8-10 PM with Yusuf Yasin and Abul Ainain 
Salim, Egyptian Internaticnal Law "expert" known to Azzam, Uroup recom= 
mended strongly as possible cabled consu’ tation with Young before issuance 
Decree, Yusuf Yasin resretted this impossible. He said SAG, having 
importuned Egypt and other Arah Governments for switch to 12 niles, could 
not delay once Egypt acted. Group stressed two major flaws in craft: 
lrirst, confusion in terminology resulting from changing territorial waters 
to territorial sea in title, and coastal sea to,territorial sea in 
Articles, plus omissicn orizinal Article 3; and, second, failure adjust 
12 miles in 199 Decree to 2) on basis new width territorial sea, Yusuf 
Yasin and Salim both unperturbed by confusion in terminolosy, for thich 
Salim apparently responsible, and by failure apply assertion Saudi Arabian 
sovereisnty to inland waters even though definition these weters retained. 
Yusuf Yasin especially fearful others might interpret innccent vassage 
reference in 199 Decree as avvlying Saudi Arabian inland waters though 
group assured him precise ara fting 1949 Decree forbade such interpreta- 
tion, Yusuf Yasin, stating he saw no need adjust 12 miles to 24 as Saudi 
Arabian Islands generality lie fairly close together, remained completely 
unimpressed by sroup's further efforts, buttressed by Hudson, Young 
observations in 1950 opinion, emphasize importance this technical point. 


In view Yusuf Yasin determination issue Decree followings day, group 
suggested possibility limiting SAG action to simple amendment Articles 
5 and 9 accompanied by adjustment 12 miles to 24. Group pointed out 
advantage Ugyptian precedent retaining original terminology, i.¢. 
territorial waters etc. Yusuf Yasin discarded suggested possibility, 
apparently mainly because of apprehension over innocent passage reference. 


, . Deletion . ee 


wie 


Deletion innocent .asrac reference erired vartiewarly mcet aims culf 
Aqebah. 


Group made various chservations Lavorin;: reduction of chanzes to 
idinimum, including evyviasis on thoroughness rrcparation crigvinal Decree, 
its wide ucceytance ec valueble contribution, anc erect denver hasty 
action without conciseration all possible implications, Yusuf ‘asin 
blithely remariced ar time new Llecree found not working they could 
change it avain. 


Lusuf Lasinireiterated reerct political situation prevented »rior 
‘consultation with Youns and recuested us inform Young reasons his action. 
Although group's comments hardly swayed Yusuf Yasin, their reception 
particularly cordial and all comments heard attentively if not tith usual 
quickness of commrehension,. 
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suBJECT: ‘Transmission of Royal Decree #33 dated February 16, 1958 Regarding the Twel 
Mile Limit of the Territorial Seas of Saudi Arabia. és 


| | | | 


In accordance with the Department's request there is enclosed an Arabic 
copy of Royal Decree #33 issued February 16, 1958 proclaiming a twelve mile 
limit for the territorial seas =f Saudi Arabia, An English translation and 
comments are included in Embassy despatch No. 170 dated February 25, 1958 
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200 conies of "Geolozic Man of the Northern Tuwayq Quadrangle", 


bx 
Kinzdom of Saudi Arabia, miscellaneous gecloric investigaticns map 1-207 Ag: 
‘ i 
being sent to Embassy via air pouchy At Embassy's discretion, maps should 
be presented @:ither to Foreign Office or directly to Director General of 


with: ; 


Petroleum and Mineral Affairs, Tariif ‘dmaibd sug; estion number copies - 


a | 
a 
E 
d 
“ 
00 


c 


be ecnveyed minmmt PetMin Office Dammam. 


| Rte 


‘ 


t DULLES « 


= 
8c1-8/z2z0*v 














NO. : 


SUBJECT: 


TO: 


DRAFTED BY: 


OSS :DCL:PSCooney :agh 
CLEARANCES: 


NEA:NE :WDBrewer 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE INSTRUCTION 


war 
| o% 
668 ere | tr 
___ UNCLASSIFIED __ | 
(Security Classification) | 
CA - 1310, 


FOR DC USE ONLY 


iaray 
ww 


| 


AAS. august 7, 1955 


,) 


| EE 
‘ ae 
Geologic Map of the Northern Tuwaq Quadrangle e 
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The American Embassy JIDDA ar 
Rptd. Info: The Ameridan C onsulate General DHAHRAN 


“Ob 


_ Reference is made to Department's G8 to Jidda, repeated for 
formation to Dhahran as G-10. Please amend this message to read 50 
copies being sent to the Embassy by air pouch, The remaining 150 
copies are being sent by surface pouch. 
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| MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATI : 


Participants: Robert Smith, Aero Service, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


William D. Toomey, Second Secretary 
of Embassy _ 


August 11, 1958 
Jidda 


wo 


Mr. Robert Smith called at the Embassy today to discuss his business 
activities in Saudi Arabia and the general Middle Eastern situation. He 
will be in Jidda the remainder of the week, after which he will visit Iran, 
where a aie company has been established, and Beirut prior to returning 
to the U.S. He would bape to meet with the Ambassador during his present 

appointment has been made for 3:30 Wednesday, August 13. 
ond nt Mire Smith would be happy to come at any other 

timee He may be reashed ae ‘Room 127, Kandara Palace Hotel. 


Salient points raised by Mre Smith during our. saiisiiattion which he may 
wish to elaborate upon in. discussion with the Ambassador follow: 





1) Mr. Smith's business activities. have been devoted primarily to. 
contract mapping-for the Directorate General of Petroleum Affairs. He 
came to see Tariki to pia ay 








_ kero Services is cabpnres tee epeeat saith the remaining m 
consists of the highly strategic Jordanian. Border, pee ing Aqaba, 
and an area bordering o: n Yemen. This will te the mapping of — 
Saudi Arabia but is, or course, dependent upon the availability of 








funds. 
Aero Services has done work for Aramco but has-no crews in the country 
at the present time. Aircraft are now in Iibya but are ; pared to 


return to complete a large survey in Jordan if the political situation 
quiets downe 


2) Mre Smith 
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ompletede Much } infor tion secured by Mr. Brown is 
‘Brown's head and not available to the Goverment of: Saudi 








ited aeperelly on the situation in 
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move to a new job under ro new.plans; d) The Sudan. Mre Smith 
cone with Mr. Kitchen, ICA Director for the Sudan, in Washington, 
Ss to do some aerial surveys in the Sudan with USG aid funds; 

me ee Ethiopian program he spdéke to the Ambassador about on 

nie last visit seems to have come a cropper because of the desire of 

people in ICA, Ethiopia, to empire-build. Mr. Smith says technicians 

of ICA have now established a program in Ethiopia which will require 

seven years to completes 
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SUBJECT: Aerial Photographs of Saudi Arabian Towns and Villages 
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asil 
15. te tian al-Shimaliyah and Al-'Umran al-Jamubiyah 
16. Abu al-Hasa 





2l. pi aN 





29.6 are 
30. Hoff (34-154 and 34-159, 34-176-178, 34-180/181 and 3)-18)) 
jl. Ain al-Luwaimi 





51. a Teh O5- = 
53. Al-Sanabis (35-68 and 35-71) 
Ske Al-Ajam 

55. Safwa G5 react ta) 


56. Umm al-Sahik (35-90 and 35-92) 
57. Al-'Aba (35-9579 6) 

58. he 

59. Al~Rak 





- Al-th ah (35-126/127) 
él. Aictimgbah eee 35-135/136 and 35/138) 
3, eee 


Husainah 
64. Al-Marah (3-1) and 3-16) 
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6s. Al=-'"Uyun; Al-Muhtaragah 
66-6 Al- Uqair 
67. Al-Hulaisiyah 
68. Hanidh (33-108 and 33-111) 
69. Maghati 

Bakha 


71. Thaj 

7 2 e Al-Hiunah 
73. Sahaf 

7h. Al-Waunan 


83. Al-Kahafah 

8h. Musalliwiyah Island 
85. Jannah Island 

86. Abu Hadriya 

89. Ras al-Mishaab 

90. Nariyah 

Ql. Qaryat al-Sufla 

92. Qaryat al-'Ulya 

94. Tarut (31-65 and 31-68) 
96. Al-Tor 


Radhwa 
98. Hafar al-Batin | 
99. Ras Tanura Terminal 


cc: Amembassy, JIDDA 
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-10 copies - Special Assistant for Maps, OLI/M 
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59 CONFIDENTIAL 
: ’ Classification Control: 13353 
Act ; , 
oe Rec'd: December B, 1338 
NEA 8:51 a.m. % 
~ FROM: Dhahran oe 
RMR TO: Secretary of State _ 
SS NO: 336, December 23, 5 p.m. “4 
W _— 
G wi 
= ’ SENT DEPARTMENT 336, REPEATED INFORMATION JIDDA 222, ADEN 14. 
L ‘ARAMCO exploration plane making photos for Aero Services on 
TNR November 4, 1958 overflew site old camp ST-10 (approximately 
H 18 degrees 1 minute north: 49 degrees 35 minutes east) from 
EUR. which company withdrew under British pressure October 1955. 
E Saw and photographed tent camp with military appearance, 
TRC presumed to be British. No indication length time camp 
established. ; 
CIA 
OSD Company informed Saud Bin Jiluwi who showed no reaction. 
ARMY Company official comments though camp in area claimed by 
NAVY British for Aden protectorate it also in area claimed by 
ATR —_ SAG and thus in disputed territory. 
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FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH Whoa 022) 46953 

FROM: American Consulate General, DHAHRAN -283 S32 
NO. po 

TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASILIINGTON. Jamary 6. 1959 : ee 
7 V & g 

= : 

Rmje-2 EWR-S- E-7 Vfp--/ ae ’ 


— 


C/A 7O OSD-oY Army 
suBJect: Encampment in Disputed Territory Along Aden Protectorate-Saudi, ot 





[s4 


| On November 5, 1958 an Aramco exploration aircraft flew a vhate reconnaissance 
flight over the sites of abandoned Stricture Drill 10 and abandoned rig ST=9. The 


flight was made in order to photograph prominent landmarks at low altitude which “ 
would, in turn, be used to identify features in the photographs taken at very high 00 
altitude (30,000 feet) by Aero Services. “ 
’ ¥ 

Although well within the stich of the sands, which Aramco cohsidered a safe : 
southern range for exploration, ST-10 was evacuated by the Company on October }), O 
1955 after British officials had objected to its location and after a British armed NN 
column had forced the evacuation of ST=-9, about 100 kilometers to the southwest. N 
Rigs, trailers and equipment were left in position. ~ 
ak 

A single pass at 5,000 feet was made over each point and stereo photographs i 
were made of each abandoned camp. | ST-9 was found intact with the rig still standing O) 


and with the trailers and other equipment still in position. The absence of tracks Ol 
on the sand indicated that the location is seldom visited (Enclosure 1). ( 


At ST-10 (18 deg Ol min 36.7 sec N. - 9 deg 35 min 12.63 sec E), however, a 
large camp was found. There were no signs of the rig or other equipment. (Bedouin 
reported the rig had fallen down a year or so ago.) The present camp is roughly cir- 
cular with several large tents in the center and what appears to be a vehicle park 
and repair area in the northeast portion of the circle, What appears to be a per- 
manent L-shaped building stands on the east side of the circle (Enclosure | 2). 


COMMENT: ‘Although the photographs were taken on November 5, 1958 they were not 
brought to the attention of Company management until late December and the Consulate Ci 
General only obtained copies of the photographs Jamary 6, 1959, 


Aramco officials who have examined the. photographs say that the camp is both 
too large and does not have the configuration of gure usual exploration camp. There 
are no indications of seismo-lines. Neither is/k bedouin camp, There is no water 
at ST-10 and the camp must, thus, be provisioned from some other base. 


The Amir Saud bin Jiluwi was told about the camp but did not comment on it. 
Though it is located within the area claimed by the British for the Aden ectorate fm 
State of Quaiti, it is also in a region claimed by the Sandi Government 7 Peon. | 
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FROM :  Anerican Consulate General, DIAG 
_ DESP. NO. 
TO : THE nen STATE, WASHINGTON. Jamiary 29, 1959, 
iy: Z DATE 
REF . Cont 203, Jan. 55 19593 Roniigent °t (3 degeus 336, Dec. 23, 1958; 


SUBJECT: Pritish ‘xploration in the 'dre of Ar gub!' al thali Y, hea nih 4 ler = 


On Novenber 5, 1958, an Aramco exploration aircraft flying photo reconnaissance 
in Ar Rub! al whali near the ede of the sands discoverédra_ iarge encampment at ths 
site of Aramco's abandoned rig 35T-10 (18 deg, Ol mink. - 9 déa—35—win i). » Aramco 
officials «mo examined the photographs thought it withoub the conficurationr ‘of the 
usual exploration camp (ConGen Despatch 233). 


4. bedowin casual relator for the Arabian esearch Division, 3sa'tid ibn !iusallam 
al-Ntashidi, has just turned up in vhahran arter «rorkinz seven months for a British + 
oil exploration «roup in the area south of the edge of the sands. It is, no doubt, 
the 'SL vravity survey team described in Aden's 321, January 20, 1959. 


Al-tashidi said that-while he was a member of the group their encanpments con- 
sisted of 25 «white tents, 8 sreen tents for soldiers, ana 12 light inetal buildings 
which covld be dismantled, transported to a new location and reassembled. There 
were about 30 vehicles of various sizes. The party consisted of 10 [ritish nationals, 
60 experienced worlaen (drivers, ete.) from Aden and 38 unskilled men, including 3 
headmen, recruited in the desert. 


sei ccmamiee 


The party was protected by 0 "soldiers" armed with machine guns mounted in 
Landrovers and rifles. In camp the treapons were all assembled together. ‘then ex- 
ploration parties went out into the open steppe or in the marginal sands tney were 
acconipanied by a soldter. 


The camp was serviced weekly (on .jednesdays) by plane from Aden. fFersonnel, 
equipment and food were carried by air. then the relator first began to work with 
the group meat was purchased from local bedowin. Lately, animals have been brought 
to the camp by plane from Aden. 









’ 


The only rig used by the group is for water. The informant knew or the fol- 
lowing water wells drilled by this group: sas : 


1. shihr - on an eastside tributary of tne ‘Jadi ‘arabah near thi 
2. Sanaw -- near an old well on an eastside tributary of jadi 


first well drilled has had a poor flow and a second was d nN 
(North of Fuad’s Line at 170 51' N. - 510 )" &.) 
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3. Thamud - near an old well just east of Yadi Qinab. (North of #uad's 


Line at 17° 22' N. - 490 57! &.) 


lh. Manwakh - near an old well in -'Aiwvat al-jaiar (South of fuad's Line 
at 16° \8' N. = 480 )' E.) 


5. JZamakh - near an old well in Jadi Hadhi. It was stili being drilled when 
ihe informant left the area. (South of Fuad's Line at 16° 28! Wj + 


7° hot B.) as tar “ 


6. Al ‘Abr - near an old well 110 las. south of the sell at al~Sharaurah. 
(South of iuad's Line at 160 12' NH. - 470 18' i.) 


- During the period al-Rashidi was with the party no encanpments were made 
within the sands. The camps were at the edge of the sands and motorized parties 


probed northward into the dunes. 


Aden's telegram confirris the story of one of the Aramco suides who talked to a 


bedouin camelherd, one Makkhut ibn Salim ibn Hu'laiqil of Al-lia'ruf of ‘Al-Sai'ar, 
who said that the camp at 5T-10 had moved to a place northeast of 5T-9, 


COMMENT: “ Some of. the activities of tne 'CL gravity survey tean described by al- 
Rashidi took place within territory north of fuad's Line of 3 April 1935 and the 
Saudi claim of 18 October 1955 and thus within an area claimed by Scudi Arabia. 
At the same time, the exploration has been within territory claimed - HwG for 
the Mast Aden sii rt 


Aramco, which nad saa teed the edge of the sands a safe southern limit for 
exploration, is most interested in th penetration of any other oil company 
into the area. On October 3 and }, 1955, Aramco was forced to abandon two 
structure drill rigs (sT+9, 51-10) and all equipment and facilities under pres- 
sure of a British armed column, Foth these rigs were within the sands but south 


of the British claim established: by the one of “ly Aucust 1955. 
“Walter K. &chwinn 


American Consul General 


cc: dAmembassy,. Jidda 


Dept. please pouch to: 
Amembassy , London : \ 
Amconsulate, Aden 
Amcongen, Dhahran 
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UOP Al-Bilad (Jidda) Jamary 28, 1959 reported Saudi Arabia, Libya, U v A 
E . Yemeny Traq and the UAR had decided to extend their territorial sea to ~ Iq 
UFW twelve miles. Article gave no source for news. Preswiably refers to |/ 
tic Arab League Preliminary Conference on Law.of the Sea witich now in i" 
progress in Cairo. Foreign Office official informed Embassy officer | 
_ DCL Saudi delegation this conference row’ in Cairo consists of iMinister of ™N 
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’ OCB Director of Legal Department, Foreign Office, and former UN Delegate. 0) 
USIA a 
‘CIA 
Z ‘@) 
OSD x 
ee mam | x 
Cr [v ~~ 
j 9 
u | 
g Ol 
Ol 
O 
. 2 
ee 8) 
Sooo Vv) 
= 6 
co UO 
nn 
co 
JMLord: ab 
2R/s9 
. Foe " ee — —— 
_ : UNCLASSIFIED REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY 1S 
PROHIB UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED” 





ANE Classification 
y cory e This copy must be returned to dicta central files with notation of action takene 








52 


Action 


FROM: AmEmbassy, Jidda 


NO: G68 
RPID INFO; AmEmbassy, London 





—— 


INCOMING AIRGRAM = Departmant of State a 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Classification A xm 
Date Sent: 





Secretary of State 


Amcongen, Dhahran 8 


' Shaikh Youssef Yassin, still technically but not actively Deputy 


/PAGE_* QF _* PAGES ° 


i 


\.Foreign Minister, made Pollowing points in general discussion at his house O 


“in Riyadh March ): 


| Rh 







1) _—sSAG anxious solve 
in British desire for :olut 
examined, but SAG content to wait if UK approach not forthcoming. 

After all Arabs waited for'25 years for French to leave Syria and US 


problems with UK, but has little faitHl 
Any compromise offer will be willingly 


Gi 


waited number years before forcing departure of British from America. J 
If British were to withdraw from Persian Gulf, boundary problems sonar 


be settled quickly and peacefully. (Shaikh Youssef bet one million 
riyals not a bullet would be exchanged.) Agreements among Arab rulers 
free from outeide influence easily achieved, as shown in case settle- 
ment Saudi=Bahrein boundary dispute to which-British not party. 


Khor al Udaid is most pressing boundary issue, but SAG concerned 
with entire problem settlement southern and eastern boundaries. 


2) Israel continues major problem inUS~Arab relations but approach 
US to Arab countries faulty. At time visit King Saud to US in 1957() 
there was great opportunity improve US-Arab relations. SAG pres 
detailed memorandum outlining Arab desires to which USG replied wi 
polite refusal to all demands contained in it. 


3) Question SAG territorial jurisdiction over entrance Gulf Agaba 
still irksome problem. US position supporting freedom navigation EB 
permits Israeli ships flying foreign flags to enter Gulf freely. 

This completely unpalatable to SAG, ae 


At end visit Shaikh Youssef asked me to give his complinents /Presid tit 
Eisenhower and to send his best wishes to Secretary Dulles, yhol 
fondly, if latter's health should prevent my transmitting them aan 


a 





‘ ; ra) 








RECORD COPY « This copy must be retiPned to i central files with notation of action takene 


% 





(Drafting Office and Officer) 





DEPARTMENT OF STATE 





Memorandum of Conversation © 


z 
2 
- 

; So 

\ > e 

DATE: qa ® E 

Da 

= 2 

. Bo :! 

SUBJECT: Shegoy tation sf Bane te Ladi? Arabfep Anieaceter ee 

ee 

af 

ni 

Y ine 

PARTICIPANTS: wivesa ior Atdulieh (i-Knevral., Saudi isebtan Ambaseats) ‘ 
fy) MES? 2% evscr, i . ; i 
( 7G) t 4 






Goan fie \ fa 4 5 . ' , - 3 
COPIES TO: ~" /.{l2c°, vals . 2umy Yan S-rvioé Gin, Melfang{i', VJ 
*Tidaflz), Uhahran! ~. 


» i 
i 
' 
iy 
$ ALY 
\< 
\ r 












oY, Newsom called at the Seuri 








la issned oy the arse linn $ : 
maps wewe the rasult of ec 
‘ S 
1 Gommany seni the 
See segue Ya 
eonies WOwUsd oF = 
tian tc the Seoul 
F 
- 2 


OFFICIAL USE ONLY 


N 


VG ee sold ip AN = ea . 











sab] 






Air Pouch t DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 











_— f° « = 

ERORIIY (Security Classtfication) : AA // kK? rZ ie Z 2 

Me © Be. ‘ 74 ~! 

FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH alll ~| 8 

oe: a 2 

FROM. Ameongen, DCHUILAN.= 79. A oof 3 
: 3 DESP. NO. = ~ 

3 

TO : THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, WASHINGTON. = June 11, 1959 5 





=] 
> 
4 
m 
\ 
wo, 
ny onary yf 
s ¢€ 


eat 5 : ; & 
For Dept. / ; Ht pe F g? yay ; f-"¢3 5 , , 











Use Only 





SUBJECT: ; 
Fecent activity by the Scevartment of Hural Affairs - Selirein. 
; Luring ae past three months the Director of tle Department of Kurel iffairs 
Governnent of Behrain, SUATKH AT.YATALLAH BIN ABD AL-PaHMAN AL KELLIPAH, 


eccompenied ey i an Teraeiin Comiittee, has been making visits to many Salads 
villages to plan new access roads anu determine the boundaries of each village. 
The Department of Public helations and Broadcasting has furnished the Consulate 
General with a report of the actions taken by the Committee on recent visits 

to ‘six villages. 


A. On Tuesday, May 5, 1959, the Inssection Committee, visited the village of 
al-yala'. The following decisions were «freed upon: 


1. it was decided to open a road. from the north to the onal af the village 
on the sovth and thet the width of the rocd will be 15 feet. 


2. The wills: se is era a from the north il-Rada'i' the rroperty 

of Shaikh Ibrahim bin liohimmed .1-Me life end the yalatg from vest the 

palm trees belonging to Sara a Siyedi; from the south al-Dojiyeh palm trees 

belonging to l’ohammad bin Hamed jAl-Fedhel, the Sabib nalm trces belonging 
Shailth Mohammad Al-Ihelifa; frém the east the road. 


ny 
3D 


« On Tuesday, lia 
Filat abd 21~Saleh 


y 1959, the Insnection Committee, visited the villare of 
; 


E 
9 2 
The following decisions were agreed unpons 


6S11-9/270'yv9ez 


1. It was decided to open a rozed from the north of the villere roing south 
toe the end of the villere,,the width of this road will be 20 fect, Pecause 
some of the hovses are involved, it wes. decided to cut then ss follows: © 


a. Ahmed bin iansson bin Ahmed A1-)eslookh - 29 feet by feet and 
frem the north feet. 


be. The house an onesie, bin Madan: From north & feet byt 50, 
from south 12, — 


G 
= 
ce The hovse of Ames bin -iassen ¢ Partners - from north 11 oy feet 


from south 12, ‘0 Wii sy “E i 225 = 


ce) 


= wat 
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The houndaries of the villece are es follows: 


Yrom north the road. : 
From couth stream of el-dJabailat and the stream of bu-Khoosa, 
From wést the strean of at<dJabailat,. 

Tron ezst the stream of bu-Khoosa. 


Cn Tuesdey, hey 12th, 1°59, the Insyection Committee v'sited the village 


of iaqsha. -.fter their insnection to the villete the following decisions were 
astreed upon. 


ve 


o 


1. it was decided to open > ro:d from the east rozd to the (warf 
and that the width of tois road will be 17 fect. The hovse of -'x 
bin li wes involved. and therefore it was Jeciseu te ent 2 fect 8 
from the east side. ‘lie wes compensated wth a svitahle sum. 


) land 
ji i ensoor 
inches 


2. It wes also “ecised to open another roed which will run from the east 
until it reaches the Sewid Spring. The width of this roed will be 20 feet. 


The boundaries of the villece are now cs follows: 
Trom west Sewid Spring. , 
‘From souti Dolab al-iusahal, (Garden) belongire to i crism bint lohenmad 
hin Ali (1-Khalifa and daliys wagf the mosque (Sarden). 

From the east the rocd enc the preveyerd. 

From the north Sewid Spring. 


On Tuesday, May, 12, 1959, tie Insection Cormittee visited the vill-re of 


al Jajar, -«fter their inspagtion to tie villarce the following decisions were 
agreed upon. ° 


7 


ue 


1. it wes decided to open a2 rozd from Chukhura roed et the north crossing 
al-larsh coins scuth to the village of abu- wuwa the width of this roed 
will “xe 20 feet. Because some of the hovses ere involved it ws decided 
to cut tiem, The perscns invelved were compensated with suit:ble sums. 


The boundaries of the vill: ve are now as follows: 

From the north Shakoora Road. 

From the south ss-Saihe property of lis Highness the ruler. 
From the west Sab al-Sersh. 


From the east Saqiat al-Yarooda, 


Cn Tuesday, Picy 19, 1955, te Inspection Committee pisited the vill:ce of 


Jid at-Hej, after their inspection of the villrge the f-llowin: decisions were 
made. a 


| 


1. It was decided to open a road from the north to the endof the villazce. 

he width of t.is road will be 20 feet. Because some of the he ses ere 
involved it was decided to cut them. The individuals involved were com-__ i 
nensatede 
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‘The boundarics of the villarce are now 7s Scllows: 


From the sorth the sea ‘ 
Fron the west the 521m tre s prone of jisj heli Mhrahim Manco. 
From south Sadat el-Mnan and plam trees of el-Kurkhi oronerty of the 
inheritors of Sulmen bin Metar 

From the east the palm trees 


e 
of el-“herkhi the sroperty of inheritors of 
Sulman bin Matar. 


Fe On Tuesday, June 2, 1959, the Tnepection Comittee vinited the villcce of 
a . : - > x 4 . > : : 
Jamiwvsan. #fter their insagction of the village tne followine decisions were 
acreed urone 


le It.was decided to oper a new rocd from the north ro: d te the end of 
the villege. The width of this rozd is 20 feet. Secauce scne of t! > houses 
were inv lved, it was decided to cut them, The owners werd 4uly con enseted. 


The bound+ries of the villase ere now es follows: : 


From the north the road. 
From the south the saiha. 
Frim the west the satha , ° 
From the east the garden (wacgf) <ni the zarden (vroverty) of irbas bin 
hahdie : 
; comments Most of the access roads-to be built cre short bit much needed. 
The Gonetroction of such rorss is 3 part of tue drive for modernization by the 
Bahrain “overnment--< device waieh is also seen in extensive school, hospital 
and water system construction. 
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suBsect: Transmittal to Foreign Office of U.S. Unclassified Maps of Arabia Informally 
Requested by Foreign Office Official Julian Walker 


z Mr. Julian Walker of the Foreign Office Arabian Department last summer requested 
the reporting officer to procure, if possible, certain maps of the Arabian Penin- 
sula published in Washington by the U.S. Geological Survey. The request was refer- 
red to Dr. Etzel Pearcy of the Department, and two copies of the maps have been 
received in London under a transmittal slip from the Department (Officé of the 
Coordinator for Maps, IRC/M) dated November 24, 1959. One set will be retained by 
the Embassy, as well as the two copies of the overall Arabian map (I-270 B-1) 


~“ 
On December 21 the reporting officer passed one copy of these maps (I-203B, @ 
I-204 B, I-205B, I-208B, I-209B, I-210B, I-213B, I-214B) to R. Walmsley, Assis- Oo 
tant Head of the Arabian Department, because Julian Walker.was in Arabia and was > 
not expected to return before February. (Embassy's G-361). ‘The reporting officer ° 
said the maps had been requested by Walker and ifquired whether Walker still 
expected ‘to return to London in February. W ey did not reply directly but saial 
when Walker left he had expected to return in January. ed 
Walmsley thanked the Embassy for the maps and said that he had not previously ™ 
seen them. He immediately opened the sheet (I-209B) which depicts Khor al Udaid and 
commented favorably on the up-to-dateness of the information it contained on . ' 
recent off-shore drilling in the Abu’ Dhabi off-shore area. Walmsley also remarked N 
that American maps generally show as “water” in Khor al Udaid, an area which the ON 
British think is only under water at high tide. This uncertainty is typical, he Ol 
said, of the technical, not to mention political difficulty of defining to every- © 
one's satisfaction the respective rights of parties in the Khor al Udaid area. 


Walmsley said he is currently reading Wilfred Thesiger's recently published m 
autoblography, and he wondered if Thesiger's information on, Séutheast Arabia had 
been used by the Department of Interior in preparing the s@pies of ma 


he 
* 
e 







BYVHCH Poe 
Comment: The Embassy is appi@WidtivelOfithe Departert?’s providing these 
maps and would be pleased to receive two copies, one for %he reign Office and 






These would presumably be I-20 >» 1-202, gu, 20 

Embassy itself would be spesiktiy eitasesbea dat -215, I-219 and_I- because these 
cover areas in Southeast Arabia where map information of good ap His scarce and 
political boundaries are undemarcated and in dispute. f 
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